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FRUITS 

OF 

JOY AND PEACE 



I feel truly thankful, my dear Friend, 
that my last letter afforded you comfort. 
It is indeed the very highest privilege to 
be employed in our Lord's service, and 
surely we are so employed when we en- 
deavour to comfort those of his dear chil- 
dren who are cast down through temp- 
tation, or sorrow. I anticipate the obser- 
vation you will make on reading this; 
^ Oh ! that I were indeed but one of hia 
dear children ! then, I should not feel 
temptation, or suffer sorrow." Yes, dear- 
est, " the joy of the Lord is " indeed " our 
strength^*' it blunts the edge of temptation, 
and extracts the thorn from every sorrow; 
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and therefore it is, that I am so anxious 
that you should taste that joy, and feel 
that strength. You acknowledge that my 
last letter has made you feel more than 
before, the great encouragement we have 
to approach God in the name of his 
beloved Son. You agree with me that it 
is impossible to meditate on the gracious, 
condescending messages sent us by the 
Most High, on the patience, mercy, and 
love displayed in his conduct to our fallen 
race, — on those brighter manifestations of 
gentleness and goodness, when as ^^ God 
manifest in the flesh," he visibly appeared 
amongst his sinful creatures, — ^lived with 
them, — conversed with them, — and dis- 
pensed blessings all around him, — you 
agree with me that it is impossible prayer^ 
fully to meditate on all these things, with- 
out feeling encouraged to come to the 
Saviour for life and salvation. And you 
express a hope, that you " may be accept- 
ed at the last^'' But dearest, is it honor- 



ing the stupendous redemption work of 
the Lord from Heaven, which he himself 
pronounced with his dying lips to be per- 
fect, and "finished;'' — ^is it exalting the. 
mighty and complete salvation of God our 
Saviour, ushered in with the rapturous 
praises of angels who proclaimed ^' peace " 
on earth, " good will " to men, and that 
they brought from heaven ^^ good tidings of 
great joy;" — ^is it scriptural to suppose, 
that after all the wonderful things which 
the Lord Jesus Christ hath done, and suf- 
fered on our behalf, his people are called 
to pass their life in doubt, and fear, only 
cheered with the hope of being " accepted 
at the last ? '' Can this wavering, uncer- 
tain, trembling hope, be the " strong con- 
solation^' of which the Apostle speaks, 
which he describes as " sure, and stedfast ? " 
— as the " confidence which hath great re- 
compence of reward?" — as the state of 
" rest" into which the believer enters even 
before his warfare is accomplished ? " For 
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we which have believed do enter into 
rest" 

Surely, none could more perfectly know 
the mind of the Lord than the Apostles, 
instructed as they were from his own lips, 
and favored with so large an influence of 
His Divine Spirit; yet when addressing 
their converts, they never inculcate the 
doctrine of uncertainty^ but on the contrary, 
exhort them to obtain a clear, and blessed 
assurance of their state of acceptance. 
" These things write we unto you," says 
St. John, " tfiat your joy may be ftdV 
Now it is the blessed hope of accept- 
ance which can alone Jill the soul with 

joy- 
Again, he adds, — *' We know that we 
have passed from death unto life." ^^ These 
things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God ; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life.^ And 



the Apostle St Paul when earnestly pray- 
ing for those whom he had never even 
seen, particularly requests, "that their 
hearts might be comforted, being knit to- 
gether in love, and unto all riches of the 
fvll assurance of understanding.'' When 
writing to another body of Christians, he 
exhorts them to attain unto the ^'full 
assuranjce of hope." And addressing a 
third church, he exclaims, " For we knmo 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an bouse not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. Therefore we are always 
confident^* &c. The Apostles had felt the 
mighty sanctifying power of this holy com- 
fort in their own souls. They knew by 
happy experience that it is a "doctrine 
according to godliness;" and therefore 
they were anxious to stir up their converts 
to seek its blessed influence, that they 
might bring forth more abundantly the 
fruits of holiness to the glory of God. Now 
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as the Apostles exhort us to follow them 
in doctrine, and practice, because they had 
the " mind of Christ," we should endea- 
vour to understand with clearness, their 
doctrine, that we may be the better able to 
follow their practice. It is of the greatest 
consequence that our views be clear and 
distinct; for if our perceptions of Divine 
truth be misty, our comfort will be clouded, 
wavering, and indistinct likewise. If we 
consider a particular view dangerous, and 
presumptuous, the whole bent of our feel- 
ings, the whole habit of thought will be 
against it; but, should we find it scrip- 
tural, and greatly tending to edification, 
how different will be the impression upon 
the mind ! It will then be as much sought, 
as it was before dreaded, — as much desired 
as it was before shunned. You evidently 
think it would be presumptuous in you 
to look upon yourself as already in a state 
of acceptance with God ; you hope to be 
able to persevere, and when the fruits of 
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the Spirit are more abundant in your life 
and conversation, then, — you may venture 
to appropriate the rich assurances of the 
Gospel to yourself. 

But do you not see, dearest, how sub* 
tilely you are mixing up your own works 
with the all-perfect work of the Son of 
God, the only, and the aU-sufficient hope, 
and ground of our acceptance ? Do you 
not perceive that you are confusing your 
justification with your sanctification ? They 
are indeed inseparable : — thanks for ever 
be to God for the blessing ! To be puri- 
fied from the pollution of sin, to be adorn- 
ed with the beauties of holiness is indeed 
the most precious part of the Covenant of 
Grace; the greatest blessing that the 
Lord of Glory hath purchased for us with 
bis blood ! But, justification is quite dis- 
tinct from sanctification, and precedes it. 
It id a sense of the wondrous grace and 
love of God in freely justifying so unwor- 
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thy and polluted a being, that constrains 
the soul " to deny ungodliness.'^ Can you 
expect the tree to bud, and blossom, and 
bear fruit before it is firmly rooted? 
Surely not ; neither can a Christian bring 
forth the fruits of holiness until he is 
rooted in Christ ; — and when he is united 
to Christ he is justified, and in a state of 
acceptance with God. 

We know that life must be first commu- 
nicated before action can take place ; thus 
life must be received from Christ before 
the Christian can walk in the path of obe- 
dience, and when Christ has thus quick- 
ened the Christian's soul he is pardoned 
and accepted. 

Thus, dear Friend, what you consider 
the last step nearly of the Christian's 
course, I cannot but regard as the^r*^; 
and one reason why so many Christians 
have so much to deplore in their tempers, 
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and aflFections, is that they do not clearly 
perceive this blessed doctrine; and con- 
sequently, do not feel its sanctifying effect 
upon their souls. It is " mighty through 
God to the pulling down the strong holds " 
of sin and Satan. 

If we expect, and desire, that the Gos- 
pel should produce its renovating, and 
comforting influence upon us, we must 
receive it as " little children,'* without any 
of our own reasonings or additions, simply 
as God has been pleased in his infinite 
mercy to send it to us. To be afraid to 
receive a doctrine, because it is too glo- 
rious, and comforting for us, is not real 
humility but presumption; it is affecting 
to be wiser than God, and plainly testifies 
that we think we understand the treatment 
of our souls better than Himself, and con- 
sequently, better know the method to be 
pursued to cure the deadly disease of sin. 
Oh ! it is a soul-reviving truth that we are 

B 
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justified, pardoned, and accepted for the 
perfect work of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
quite irrespective of ourselves. When a 
poor sinner laden with a sense of his 
guilt, and earnestly desiring to be sepa^ 
rated from sin, comes to the Lord in 
his own appointed way, and falling in 
deep self-abasement at the mercy-seat, 
prays in, the all-powerfiil name of Jesus^ 
— then is he pardoned,— accepted, jus- 
tified; and power is given him from on 
high to begin the warfare, to carry on the 
mighty conflict which ends only when he 
has left the body of sin and death in the 
grave. While passing through the gate to 
heaven, he is crowned with the con- 
queror's crown, and casting it before the 
throne of Him who gave it, with rapturous 
praise, he adores the Saviour who redeem- 
ed him with his blood. 

And now, dear friend, we will turn 
to those Scriptures, which give this most 
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cheering and happy view of the Chris- 
tian's present state, though in the midst 
of trial and temptation. 

With regard to the important subject of 
justification, the Apostle St. Paul says, 
after bringing home the charge of sin to 
every human being, and thus proving that 
we are by nature in a lost, and perishing 
condition, « Therefore by the deeds of the 
law, there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight." And then he clearly states the 
ground of the sinner'*s hope, " Being jus- 
tified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus : Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to dedare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past through the forbearance of 
God ; To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness : that he might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
Therefore we conclude that a man is 



16 



justified by faith ^vithout the deeds of the 
law. 

Again he says to another Church, 
" Knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by 
the faith of Christ, and not by the works 
of the law : for by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified."" That no 
man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, is evident: for, *' the just shall live 
by faith." *' Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse , 
for us. Wherefore the law was our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith." St. Peter 
observes, " By Him all that believe are 
jtistified from all things.'' The prophet 
seeing this free, full, complete justification 
of the sinner through the perfect work of 
the Saviour, exclaims, " Surely, shall one 
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say, in the Lord have I riffftteousness and 
strength : even to him shall men come. 
In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel 
be justified^ and shall glory." ** For the 
Lord is our judge, (even the same mighty 
God who took upon himself the nature of 
man, and died for us) the Lord is our law- 
giver, he will save us," Another prophet 
delighting in the security of God's people, 
exclaims, " Their Redeemer is strong : 
the Lord of hosts is his name: he shall 
throughly plead their caused* And the 
Apostle tells his Corinthian converts, "Ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,'' 

The meritorious cause of our justifica- 
tion, the perfect righteousness of Christ he 
describes, as " The righteou87i£8s of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all 
and upon all them that believe : for there 
is no difference : they which receive abun- 
dance of grace, and of the gift of righte- 
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ousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ. By the -righteousness of one the 
free gift came upon all men unto justifiea* 
tion. By the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous. Where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound : that as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord- 
The gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." God himself 
invites us to plead this perfect work, and 
free gift of our Saviour before him, " Put 
me in remembrance: let us plead to- 
gether : declare ihou^ that thou mayest be 
justified.'^ And the Son of God thus 
encourages us to approach the throne of 
grace without delay, " I have blotted out, 
as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and 
as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me ; for 
/ have redeemed thee. Fear thou not; 
for I am with thee ; be not dismayed ; 
for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; 
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yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteous^* 
nesB,^ And he thus comforts his people 
in the awful prospect of the day of judg- 
ment, ^^ Every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment, thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righte-- 
ousness is of jwe, saith the Lord.'' To 
this jusHft/ing righteousness ive can add 
nothing: and it is a delusion to suppose 
we are more entitled to it at the end of 
our course, than at the beginning. It is 
the perfect work of the Son of God, 
imputed to the sinner when he comes to 
the Saviour for the salvation of his soul. 

We can never make ourselves more 
worthy of acceptance, than we were at the 
first moment when we came to the mercy 
seat ; when falling at the feet of Jesus in 
all our misery, and in all our guilt, we 
implored him to have mercy upon us. 
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It is wholly for the sake of Christ that we 
are freely and futty pardoned, — accepted, 
— justified, and it is the reception of this 
glorious truth into the heart which melts 
the soul into godly contrition for its past 
black ingratitude, and awakens the most 
earnest and ever increasing desires, and 
efforts after holiness. It draws out the 
affections of the heart towards the 
Divine Redeemer in a way which no 
other view of his blessed Gospel can 
possibly do. 

Oh ! my friend, you would disclaim 
with horror the thought of being justified 
by your own works; yet is this feeling 
secretly at work in your mind, while you 
wait for stronger evidences of sanctifica- 
tion, before you can venture to hope you 
are accepted by God. We can never too 
clearly understand, or too deeply feel, that 
our acceptance with God is all of grace, 
ioUly for the sake of the Son of God, 
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" who was made sin for us,^' — oh I won- 
derful mystery ! the " Holy One,'' the 
" Lord of Hosts," was looked upon as the 
accursed thing which God hates, in order 
that wretched perishing sinners ** might 
be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.*" It was in the contemplation of 
this astonishing truth, that the Apostle 
exclaimed with holy confidence, " Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that jmtifieth. If God 
be for us who can be against us T* 

The Apostle knew how the hope of 
present acceptance strengthened the soul 
in the hour of temptation, and comforted 
it in the time of distress, and therefore 
when writing to unknown converts, he 
encouraged them with the blessed assu- 
rance, that ^< being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ/' He does not tell them that 
if they persevere, and become more holy. 
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they may hope for peace with God at the 
last : but he assures them of iheir present 
acceptance, knowing that this blessed 
comfort would strengthen them to perse- 
vere, and make them the more anxiously 
seek that holiness, without which no man 
can dwell with God. 

In the following verse, he himself 
describes the effect of this "strong con- 
solation," « We rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God ; and not only so, but, we 
fflory in tribulations also,'' The assurance 
of peace with God so invigorated the soul, 
so bowed the will to submission to the 
will of God, made it so earnestly thirst 
after holiness, that it took pleasure in 
afflictions, and distresses, on account of 
their sanctifying effects. He adds, " And 
not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement.^ 
" There is therefore now no condemnation 
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to them who are in Christ Jesus." Ad- 
dressing another body of Christians, before 
giving them minute directions for their 
daily conduct, (and those very directions 
prove that their sanctification was incom- 
plete) he blesses Grod for having <^ made 
them accepted in the beloved;'^ adding, 
" In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of his grace. In whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance.'^ ** Now 
in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
afar off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citi- 
sens with the saints, and of the household 
of God." 

Writing to another church, the Apostle 
blesses God for having " delivered*" them 
**from the power of darkness,"" and for 
having ^Uranslated them into the king- 
dom of his dear Son f " and he repeats to 
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them the comforting assurance he had 
sent to the other converts, " In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins. And you that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled : having forgiven you all tres- 
passes; blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us." His subsequent exhorta- 
tions to mortify therefore their members 
which were upon the earth, with the 
various unholy affections, and tempers of 
our corrupt nature, prove that much 
remained to be done in their souls ; while 
the Apostle knew that nothing was so 
likely to animate and encourage them in 
their difficult warfare, as the assurance, 
that their peace was made with God, and 
that they were accepted for the sake of 
Christ. Addressing his beloved Timothy, 
he says, "God hath not given us the 
spirit oi fear ; but of power, and of love, 
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and of a sound mind '' ; ^^ who liath saved 
us." He comforts the Hebrews by telling 
them, that " Christ by his own blood en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. For 
now once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself." " For by one offering he 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified:" the same glorious covenant of 
grace which provides justification for the 
sinner, also making provision for his final 
complete sancdfication. He then exhorts 
them to *' draw near to God with a true 
heart mfull assuravjce of faith ;" and adds, 
" wherefore we receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear." But we 
have another witness than the Apostle to 
the truth of this blessed doctrine. The 
Son of God the author of our salvation, 
says in the most solemn and impressive 
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manner, " Verily, verily^ I say unto you, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life: 
and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life.'^ And 
on another occasion he again affirms, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life.^' And after these 
gracious declarations soon follows that glo- 
rious, and free invitation, to encourage aU 
to seek the inestimable blessing, *< Jesus 
stood, and cried, saying. If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink/' 
And it was not only by precept that our 
Lord taught us his immediate gracious ac- 
ceptance of those who come to him ; he 
manifested his willingness at once to receive, 
— to pardon, — ^and to accept, in his con- 
duct to the poor sinner who wept at his 
feet, but was speechless from shame and 
from sorrow ! The Saviour did not say, 
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" Depart, and bring forth the fruits of 
holiness,— entirely reform your life, and 
then, — ^you may hope that I will pardon 
and accept you.** — Oh ! no ! He at once 
assures her of his free, and full forgiveness; 
tells her that her '^ faith hath saved*^ her ; 
and then describes the effect which such 
mercy will produce upon her affections, 
and conduct ; that she will "love much.*' 
In the same manner he immediately com- 
forted the poor paralytic ; bade him " be 
of good cheer for his sins were forgiven.'^ 
The Lord has in many ways, manifested 
his gracious willingness that we should be 
happy in Him, even in this world. When 
the Spirit of God unfolded to the prophet's 
view the salvation of the expected Messiah, 
he introduced the glorious, and continued 
prophecy with this cheering declaration, 
which in few words describes the character 
of the Gospel, " Comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 
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her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned.'' And when 
St. Peter first preaches the salvation of 
Jesus to the Gentiles, he explains the 
mission of Christ in these few but em- 
phatic words ; " Preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ; he is Lord of all.'' And we see 
the effects of cordially and gratefully re- 
ceiving this blessed doctrine of " Peace," 
in that vast multitude who had been 
"pricked in their heart," as St. Peter 
discovered to them by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, their guilty and dangerous con- 
dition. When they heard that " the pro- 
raise" was to them, who had so long been 
afar off, " they gladly received his word, 
and were baptized." "And they con- 
tinued steadfastly in the Apostle's doctrine 
and fellowship. And they, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did 
eat their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart, praising God^ In the same 



29 

manner, when Philip had admitted the 
noble of Ethiopia, by baptism, to a parti- 
cipation of the privileges of the Gospel, 
we are told, that " He went on his way 
rejoicinff-'* Philip had previously preached 
the same glad tidings in Samaria. ^^ And 
the people with one accord gave heed 
unto those things which Philip spake. 
And there was great jo^ in that city." It 
is also related, that the " churches were 
edified, and walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiplied." " And the dis- 
ciples YfereJUled withjoy.^'' 

But probably in no instance was the 
effect of cordially and humbly receiving 
the " testimony of Jesus," more strongly 
displayed, than in the case of the jailor. 
When it pleased God in his great mercy, 
to convince him of his sins, and to 
shew him his awful state; when in the 
agony of guilt and terror he besought 
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Paul and Silas to tell him, " what he 
must do to be saved ;" they spake unto 
him the word of the Lord : he believed 
the blessed doctrine, and *^ rejoiced, be- 
lieving in Grod with all his house." And 
he quickly evidenced the power of the 
doctrine to melt, and change the heart, by 
his respectful and tender attentions to the 
servants of the Lord; and by fearlessly 
exposing himself, and family to all the 
dangers of the civil power, in uniting 
himself to the persecuted children of God. 
Thus, " with joi/*' did the first Christians 
" draw water out of the wells of salvation.^' 

You are afraid that this happy view of 
your present acceptance, would prevent 
that deep abasement of soul, that humbling 
sense of past, and present sin, so indis- 
pensably necessary for a Christian to pos- 
sess. But the experience of all those who 
have received this comfort, in a scriptural 
manner, contradicts this fear ; and He 
who searcheth the heart, and knoweth all 



31 



the secret springs of Jhuman feeling, bath 
thus described the consequence of free 
forgiveness, and the happy sense of pre- 
sent reconciliation : ^' / will accept you 
with your sweet savour,'' He first graci-' 
ously promises,-^" and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord. And then shall ye remem- 
ber your ways, and all your doings, wherein 
ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe 
yourselves in your own sight for all your 
evils that ye have committed, and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have 
wrought with you Jbr my name*8 sake, not 
according to your wicked ways nor accord- 
ing to your corrupt doings,'' 

And again, aftec the most encourag- 
ing assurances of mercy, and sanctifica- 
tion, it is added, " Then shall ye remem- 
ber your own evil ways, and your doings 
that were not good, and shall lotlie your- 
selves in your own sight for your iniquities 
and for your abominations." And again, *'l 
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will establish imto thee an everlasting 
covenant. Then shalt thou remember thy 
ways, and be ashamed.'" 

Oh, never does the real Christian 

80 deeply, so truly mourn over his past 
transgressions, and present short com- 
ings, as when his heart is melted 
with a sense of the undeserved love of his 
God. Never (}oes his past ingratitude 
appear so black, as when viewed in the 
light of God's reconciled countenance. 
Then he has something of ttie sorrow for 
sin described in the word of God, " I will 
pour upon them the spirit of grace and 
supplications: and they shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one moumeth for 
his only son.**' Yes, dear friend, if our 
feelings of joy and peace are unconnected 
with this remembrance of the past, this 
unfeigned contrition, this abasement of 
soul, we may well suspect that all is not 



right. Instead of a holy fire lighted at 
the altar of God, we have every reason to 
fear they are sparks of our own kindling, 
sparks of religious excitement which will 
speedily go out in utter darkness. Real 
scriptural comfort makes the soul more 
humble and contrite, according to the 
short, but comprehensive description by 
the prophet, who had been previously 
dwelling on great spiritual blessings:-— 
^' Then, thine heart shall fear, and b^ en^ 
larged^ And, " They shall fear the Lord, 
and his goodness.** 

You also think, dearest, that a hope of 
present acceptance would make ypu inactive 
and slothful ; that you would become care- 
less, and remiss in your religious duties, 
when not stimulated by the fear of danger. 
You thus consider fear a more powerful, 
and effective passion than love ; but all 
nature proclaims a difierent truth, which 
the God of nature has sanctioned by His 
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own treatment of us. The influence of 
fear is uncertain* wavering, and often 
transitory : but " love is strong as death ;" 
nay, even stronger, as the whole history of 
the church of Christ proclaims. Never 
was the influence of fear more awfully 
tried, than on Mount Sinai, when " there 
were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
doud upon the Mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud; so that aU 
the people trembled.^' "And Mount Sinai 
was altogether on a smoke, because the 
Lord descended upon it in fire : and the 
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked great- 
ly. And when the voice of the trumpet 
sounded long and waxed louder, and louder, 
Moses spake, and God answered him by 
a voice." Yet, how very transient were 
the impressions made by this fearful scene ! 
and how quickly the feelings called forth 
by it, passed away ! after three days the 
very people who had thus trembled, in- 
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suited God in the most dreadful manner. 
But love^ in all its gentleness, and stillnessi 
and power, was tried on Mount Sion, and" 
through eighteen hundred years its blessed 
and powerful influence has been felt We 
may also learn from the method pursued 
by the Author, and Finisher of our £suth, 
which feeling is most conducive to the sane- 
tification of the soul. How did he prepare 
Abram for the trial of quitting his home, 
and father's house, and nearly all that he 
knew and loved on earth ? Not by exciting 
his fear, and only a trembling hope of being 
finally accepted; — ^but by giving him a 
gracious assurance of present acceptance. 
It was this, which made him willing to 
part with all ; raised him above all earthly 
ties, and made him only anxious to follow 
the Lord his Grod. In the same manner 
was Moses strengthened for his most 
arduous office, and mighty enterprise. 
Assured that the Lord ^' was with him,'^ 
and that he had ^^found grace in his sight,^ 
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" he forsook Egypt not fearing the wrath of 
the King: for he endured as seeing Him 
who is invisible. Esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
in Egypt : for he had respect unto the re- 
compense of the reward." And we shall 
find that nearly all the Old Testament 
saints were strengthened and prepared for 
active service in the same way. But not 
any of them, not even Abram, or Moses, 
were called to so difficult a work, to so 
dangerous a service, as were the Apostles 
after our Lord's ascension. In His own 
emphatic words, He sent them " forth as 
sheep among wolves." Against them were 
arrayed the powers of darkness, in all 
their subtlety, and strength ; all the pre- 
judices, passions, and lusts of God-hating, 
men ; all the pride, the pomp, the bitter 
hatred, and the scorn of a world lying in 
wickedness ! the self-denial of Abram, and 
the arduous undertaking of Moses, appear 
as nothing when compared with this. And 
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how did the Lord inspire their courage^ 
and gird them for the mighty conflict ? By 
the most unqualified assurances of their 
present acceptance. By repeated promises 
of eternal glory. By the reiterated asser- 
tion, that where He ^as going, there they 
should be also, and by the solemn blessing 
of " Peace." Oh ! it was this, it was this 
which elevated their hearts above their 
trials. They saw not the hosts of darkness 
ranged against them ; for their eye was fix- 
ed on Him who in the highest heaven filled 
the throne of God ! They thought not of 
the mjrriads of men, banded to oppose their 
progress ; for their thoughts were with the 
"glorious company of Heaven," waiting to 
receive them with the shout of victory I 
They feared not the scourge, the prison, or 
the stake ; for they beheld the crowns of 
glory in the hand of the Lord of Hosts, ready 
to be placed upon their heads for ever ! 

But One, destined to share with them 

D 
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the mighty work was not present when 
these glorious assurances, and promises 
were given. Yet no sooner was his soul 
humbled in the dust, in self abasement 
and contrition, than an especial message 
of comfort was sent^ him by his injured 
Lord, who himself assigns the reason for 
this early assurance of his gracious accept- 
ance ; *^ For I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name 
sake.*^ Nor was he thus strengthened and 
comforted in vain : he at once re- 
signed all that the human heart holds most 
dear, — ^kindred and friends, and home. 
Esteem, affection, and honour were ex- 
changed for hatred, contempt and perse- 
cution ! ease for labour ; afSuence for 
poverty ; comfort for stripes, and imprison- 
ments, and watchings, and fastings, and 
cold, and hunger, and nakedness, and 
danger I And what was the powerful motive 
which led him to give up all that his heart 
by nature loved, and to choose all that it 
naturally shrunk from? He tells us the 
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secret, but irresistible spring which had 
moved all the emotions of his soul, ^^ The 
love of Christ constraineth us ; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead : and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves^ but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again.'' 

In the same manner, the other Apostles 
when they were first made to taste the bitter 
scorn and hatred which awaited them in 
an unbelieving world, "departed^' from the 
infuriated ^^ council (after having experi- 
enced the painful lash) rgoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
His name!* 

They taught their converts to love, and 
seek after holiness, in the same manner in 
which their Lord had instructed them. 
They first made them feel their immense 
obligations to the Lord their Saviour, the 
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fulness and freeness of His great salvation, 
and their own personal interest in it, and 
then pressed home to their hearts the ab- 
solute necessity of " living to Him" who 
had " died^ for them ! The absolute ne- 
cessity of " adorning the" glorious " doc- 
trine''^ they professed, by a holy, consistent 
life ; the absolute necessity of boldly " con- 
fessing Him before men,^^ who had left the 
glories of heaven for the bloody cross, 
that he might be able to confess them as 
his brethren before all the angels of God* 
St. Paul thus exhorts those to whom he 
had just stated the freeness of their justi- 
fication ; ^^ Reckon ye yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Yield 
yourselves unto God as fibose that are 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God." 
" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable^ unto 
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God, which is your reasonable service. 

And BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD : 

but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Abhor that which is evil, 
ckave to that which is good." " The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand: 
let us therefore cast off the works of dark- 
ness, and let us put on the armour of 
light.** " Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. For none of us Uveth to himself, 
and no man (Ueth to himself. For whe- 
ther we live, we live tmto the Lard ; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord : 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord^s. For to this end Christ both 
died, and rose, and revived, that he might 
be Lord both of the dead and living.'" 

To another church he writes, " Ye are 
bought with a price : therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's.'' ** Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do aU to the 
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glory of God.^ " Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore^ my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveahle, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord." And after giving 
these exhortations, he concludes his Epis- 
tle with an awful warning, " If any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema maranatha,^ the most deadly 
curse that could be pronounced ! 

In his Second Epistle, after comforting 
them with the glorious hope , that the 
Lord Almighty was their 'Father^ he adds, 
" Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God." " I there- 
fore beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
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suffering, forbearing one another in love ; 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace,'** " Be ye 
therefore followers of God, as dear chiU 
dren^ " See that ye walk circumspectly,^* 
" This I pray that your love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge, and in 
all judgment. Tiemg JOled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." 
^^ Let your conversation be as it becometh 
the ffospel of Christ** " Set your affections 
on things abave^ not on things on the 
earth." And, in each address, he im- 
plores them to " walk worthy ofGod^ who 
called them unto his kingdom and glory \* 
and solemnly adds, *' Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.'^ " To do good, and to commu- 
nicate, forget not : for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased. 
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St. Peter, after enlarging on the glori- 



44 



ous prospects of the Chiistiaxi, says, <^ As 
He which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation: be- 
cause it is written, Be ye holy ; for I am 
holy. And if ye call on the Father, who 
widiout respect of persons judgeth accord- 
ing to every marts work, pass the time of 
your sojourning here in fear : forasmuch as 
ye know* that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, but with the precious 
blood of Chrisf " Shew forth the praises 
of Him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light.'' " Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we^ being dead to sin, 
should live unto righteousness : by whose 
stripes ye were healed." What an appeal 
to every Christian heart I 

St. John, the beloved disciple, after 
dwelling on the present high privileges, 
and future glory of believers, adds, " And 
every man that hath this hope in him puri- 
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fieth himself even as he is pure. Ye know 
that he was manifested to take away our 
sins, and in him is no sin. Whosoever 
abideth in him sinneth not" 

I have referred you to many passages 
on this important subject, dearest, because 
we cannot dwell too much upon those ef- 
fects so invariably produced on the affec- 
tions and life, by the doctrine of free and 
present justification, when it is truly re- 
ceived into the heart. The early Chris- 
tians received it in simple faith, and con- 
sequently felt its fiill power upon their 
souls. Feeling that their peace was made 
with heaven, that God had forgiven them, 
accepted them, and loved them, they were 
elevated above all the sorrows of earth, 
and were only desirous of glorifying their 
Saviour, and of being prepared for his pre- 
sence. We are told they " endured a 
great fight of afflictions :" that while they 
were made a gazing-stock both by re- 
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proachea and afflictions, they ^^ took joy^ 
fidly the spoiling of their goods, knowing 
in themselves that they had in heaven a 
better and an enduring substance.'^ 

As long as this doctrine was received in 
all its scriptural clearness, and simplicity, 
it was felt in all its mighty energy. The 
admirable historian, of the church of 
Christ, mentions astonishing instances of 
its power. An uncertain hope of accept- 
ance could never have enabled the Chris- 
tians to endure such dreadful sufferings. 
He thus introduces the first general per- 
secution of the people of the Lord.* 

" Now it was that the Romans legally 
persecuted the church for the first time : 
and those who know the virulence of man's 
natural enmity will rather wonder that it 
commenced not earlier, than that it raged 

« Milner*8 History of the Church of Christ 
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with such dreadful fury." " Their execu<- 
tion was aggravated by insult. They were 
covered with skins of wild beasts, and torn 
by dogs : they were crucified, and set on 
fire, that they might serve for lights in the 
night-time.'' 

Instances are then mentioned of faith- 
fulness unto death in every rank of life, 
and under every trying circumstance. One 
scene I wish especially to recal to your 
memory. Many Christians had been com- 
mitted to prison, and had been put in 
fetters after having been previously ex- 
amined by the judge. On the following 
day he again summoned them before his 
tribunal ; and after many fruitless endea- 
vours to make them recant, he said to one 
of them, " Perseverest thou in being a 
Christian ?' Speratus answered, " Yes, 
I do persevere : let all give ear, I am a 
Christian f^ which being heard by the rest, 
they said, *< We also are Christians." The 
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judge replied, " You will neither consider 
your danger, nor receive mercy/' They 
answered, " Do what you please, we shall 
die joyfully for the sake of Jesus Christ.'' 
The judge said, " I will give you three 
days to reflect and to come to yourselves." 
Upon which Speratus replied, " I am a 
Christian, and such are all those who are 
with me : and we will never quit the faith 
of our Lord Jesus. Do, therefore, what 
you think fit." ITie judge, seeing their 
resolution, pronounced sentence against 
them, — that they should die by the hand 
of the executioner. The sentence having 
been read, Speratus and his fellow-suf- 
ferers said, " We give thanks to God, who 
honoureth us this day with being received 
as martyrs in heaven, for confessing his 
name." " They were carried to the place 
of punishment, where they fell on their 
knees all together, and having again given 
thanks to Jesus Christ, they were be- 
headed." 
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This specimen truly describes the man- 
ner and spirit in which all the martyrs 
suffered; but in one instance the grace 
of God peculiarly shone forth. 

At the same period was apprehended, 
with many others, Vivia Perpetua, a lady 
of quality, and of great beauty. She was 
22 years of age ; was married, and had a 
young child at her breast. While they 
were in the hands of the persecutors, the 
father of Perpetua, himself a pagan, im- 
portuned her to fall from the faith. His 
entreaties were vain. Her pious con- 
stancy appeared to him an absurd obsti- 
nacy, and enraged him so much as to in- 
duce him to give her very rough treatment. 
Perpetua's prayers were much directed for 
patience under bodily pains. They were 
put into a dark prison. To the rest, who 
had been more accustomed to hardships, 
this change of scene had not any thing in 
it very terrible. To her, who had expe- 

£ 
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rienced nothing but the delicacies of gen- 
teel life, it was peculiarly formidable and 
distressing. Her concern for her infant 
was extreme. Two deacons of the church 
obtained, by money, that the prisoners 
might go out of the dark dungeon, and 
for some hours refresh themselves in a 
more commodious place, where Perpetua 
carefully recommended her infant to her 
mother. For some time her mind was 
oppressed by concern for the misery she 
had brought on her family ; though it was 
for the sake of a good conscience ; but she 
grew more composed, and her prison be- 
came a palace. Her father, sometime 
after, came to the prison overwhelmed 
with grief; which, in all probability, was 
augmented by the reflections he had made 
on his own rough and angry behaviour to 
her at their last interview. 

Then follows the most moving and 
touching appeal to her feelings from her 
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parent, who conjured her to have pity on 
himself and her little babe : with much 
tenderness he kissed her hands, and threw 
himself at her feet, weeping, and calling 
her the mistress of his fate ! He was the 
only person of the family who did not re- 
joice at her martyrdom. Perpetua, though 
inwardly torn with fifial affection, could 
offer him no other comfort than to desu*e 
him to acquiesce in the Divine disposal. 

The next day they were all brought into 
the court, and examined in the presence of 
yast crowds. There the unhappy old man 
appeared with his little grandson, and, 
taking Perpetua aside, conjured her to 
hare some pity on her little child. The 
procurator also joined in the suit, but in 
vain. The old man then attempted to 
draw his daughter from the scaffold. The 
procurator ordered him to be beaten ; and 
a blow, which he received with a staff, was 
felt by Perpetua very severely. They were 
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condemned to be exposed to the wild 
beasts. After the sentence, they returned 
cheerfully to their prison. On the day 
before the shows, they were supplied with 
their last meal ; and the martyrs did their 
utmost to make it a love-feast. The 
keeper of the prison himself was con- 
verted to the faith: they talked to the 
people who came to see them, and warned 
them *^ to flee from the wrath to comef^ they 
smilingly pointed out to them their own 
happy lot: — "Observe well our faces," 
said Satur, with much animation, " that 
ye may know them at the day of judg- 
ment." The Spirit of God was much with 
them on the day of trial : joy, rather than 
fear, was painted on their looks. Perpe- 
tua, cherished by Jesus Christ, went on 
with a composed countenance, and an easy 
pace. Some idolatrous garments were 
offered ''them by the pagans : " We sacri- 
fice our lives," said they, " to avoid every 
thing of this kind." Perpetua sang, as 
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already yictorious, while the others tried 
te affect the people with the fear of the 
wrath to come. Being come into the pre- 
sence of the judge, they said, " Thou 
judgest us, and Ood shall judge thee.^^ 
The mob was enraged, and insisted on 
their being scourged before they were ex- 
posed to the beasts. It was done, and the 
martyrs rejoiced in being conformed to 
tfaeir Saviour's sufferings. Perpetua, with 
another female, was put into the nets and 
exposed to a wild cow. Perpetua was first 
attacked. A very affecting account of her 
sufferings follows. On recovering a little, 
she called for her brother, and addressing 
him and another friend, said, <^ Continue 
firm in the faith; love one another; and 
be neither frightened nor offended at our 
sufferings." The people insbted on hav- 
ing the martyrs brought into the midst of 
the amphitheatre, that they might have 
the pleasure of seeing them die. Perpe- 
tua fell into the hands of an unskilful gla- 
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diator, who pierced her between the ribfl 
80 as to give her much unnecessary pain. 
She cried out, and then she herself guided 
his trembling hand to her throat: and 
thus, with the rest, she slept in Jesus. 

The power of God was equally mani- 
fested in supporting another female at this 
time who was called to greater suffering of 
body, though not to those painful mental 
trials which Perpetua so wonderfully en- 
dured. Blandina was naturally of a weak 
constitution, and they feared she might 
faint in the fiery trial that awaited her ; — 
but her God made her victorious over all. 
Those who successively tortured her from 
morning to night, were quite worn out 
with fatigue, and owned themselves con- 
quered and exhausted of their whole ap- 
paratus of tortures, and were amazed to 
see her still breathing while her body was 
torn and hid open. The blessed woman 
received fresh vigour in the act of con- 
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fession ; and it was an evident refresh*-, 
ment, support, and an annihilation of all 
her pains to say, ^^ I am a Christian, and 
no evil is committed among us." Blandina, 
suspended from a stake, was then exposed 
as food to the wild beasts ; she was seen 
suspended in the form of a cross, and em- 
ployed in vehement supplication. None 
of the beasts at that time touched her : she 
was taken down from the stake, arid 
again thrown into prison. On the last 
day of the spectacles, Blandina was again 
introduced with a youth of 15 : they had 
been daily brought in to see the punish- 
ment of the rest. Their tortures were 
aggravated by all sorts of methods : but 
menaces and punishments were equally 
ineffectual. The youth soon died; and 
Blandina after she had endured stripes, 
the tearing of the beasts, and the hot iron 
chair, was enclosed in a net, and thrown 
to a bull, and having been tossed some 
time by the animal, and proving quite 
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superior to her pains, through the influ- 
ence of hope, and the realizing view of the 
objects of her feith and her fellowship 
with Christ, she at length breathed out 
her souL 

A child, named Cjrril shewed great for- 
titude. He called on the name of Jesus 
Christ continually, noi^ could threats or 
blows prevent him from openly avowing 
Christianity. Several children of the same- 
age persecuted him; and his own &ther 
drove him from his house. The judge 
ordered him to be brought before him, and 
said, " My child, I will pardon your 
faults ; and your father shall receive you 
again. It is in your power to enjoy your 
father's estate, provided you are wise." 
" I rejoice to bear your reproaches,'* said 
the child ; " God will receive me : I am 
not sorry that I am expelled out of our 
house : I shall have a better mansion. I 
^ot death, because it will introduce 
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m6 to a better life." He was ordered to 
be bound and led, as it were, to execution. 
The judge bad given secret orders to 
bring him back again, hoping that the 
sight of the fire might overcome his reso- 
lution. Cyril remained inflexible. The 
judge again remonstrated with him. '^ Your 
fire and your sword,'' says the young mar- 
tyr, <<are insignificant: I go to a better 
house; I go to more excellent riches. 
Dispatch ipe presently, that I may enjoy- 
them. " The spectators wept." Ye should 
rather rejoice, said he, '^in conducting me 
to punbhment. Ye know not what a 
city I am going to inhabit, nor what is my 
hope.^ Thus he went to his death. 

There was a soldier, — of bravery, — of 
noble family, — and of great opulence ; who 
upon a vacancy was called to a high com- 
mand. His name was Marinus. But 
one of his comrades accused him of being 
a Christian. The governor asked Marinus 
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what was his religion ? — upon which he 
confessed himself a Christian. The go- 
vernor gave him three hours for delibera- 
tion. Immediately the Bishop of Caesarea, 
called Marinus from the tribunal, — took 
him by the hand, — ^led him to the church, 
shewed him the sword that hung by his 
side, and a New Testament which he 
pulled out of his pocket ; and he then bid 
him choose which of the two he liked best 
— Marinus stretched out his hand, and 
took up the Holy Scriptures. — **Hold 
fast, then," said the Bishop. *^ Cleave to 
God; and Him whom you have chosen, 
you shall enjoy : you shall be strengthened 
by him and shall depart in peace.^ — After 
the expiration of the three hours, upon 
the crier^s summons, he appeared at the 
bar, manfully confessed the faith of Christ, 
heard the sentence of condemnation and 
was beheaded. 

Soon the light of this glorious doctrine 
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became obscured, and the beauty of boli- 
ness declined in the church. The cloud 
gathered, and the gloom increased, till at 
length Christian faith and Christian prac- 
tice left the world, and found refuge in a 
small, despised, and retired body of Chris- 
tians. But when the Lord returned in 
mercy, and caused the lamp of His Word, 
and the light of His Spirit again to cast 
their bright beams on this benighted 
earth; when the comforting doctrine of 
free justification, and present acceptance, 
was again preached, and again embraced, 
then,— its mighty power was once more 
manifested, and zeal for the glory of God, 
— ^love for the souls of men, — ^patience in 
suffering, — and joy in death, were the 
constant fruits of its cordial reception. 

Amidst the thousand and thousand in* 
stances which occurred of faithfulness unto 
death, I wish to direct your attention to a 
few. They are contained in Dr. M^Crie's 
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most admirable, and deeply interesting 
works on the Reformation in Spain and 
Italy — works which cannot be too exten- 
sively, or too carefully read. 

A young Spaniard of the name of San 
Roman, during a temporary absence from 
his country, had been awakened by an im- 
pressive sermon he heard from a protestant 
preacher. Embracing the truth with all 
his heart, he longed to impart it to his 
ignorant and perishing countrymen. Dis- 
regarding the personal risk, he sought an 
interview with the Emperor. He deplored 
the state of religion.in his native country, 
and begged him to use his royal power in 
restraining the inquisitors and priests, who 
sought, by every species of violence and 
cruelty, to prevent the entrance of the 
only true and saving doctrine of Jesus 
Christ into Spain. The Papists who at- 
tended the Emperor were so enraged that 
they would have murdered him, had not 
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their master interposed. He was east into 
chains, and was conveyed in the suite of 
the Emperor from Germany to Italy, from 
Italy to Africa, and from Africa to Spain. 
He was delivered up to the Inquisition. 
His process was short. When brought 
before the inquisitors, he frankly confessed 
the glorious doctrine which he had em- 
braced. He endured the horrors of a pro- 
tracted imprisonment with the utmost for- 
titude and patience. He resisted all the 
efforts used to make him recant. At the 
place of execution, when the flames first 
reached him on his being £Eistened to the 
stake, he made an involuntary motion 
with his head, upon which the friars in at- 
tendance exclaimed that he was become 
penitent, and ordered him to be brought 
from the fire. On recovering his breath, 
he looked them calmly in the face, and 
said, **Did you envy my happiness?^ at 
which word, he was thrust back into the 
flames, and almost instantly suffocated. 

F 
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The strictest precautions were adopted, 
to. prevent the entrance of the Scriptures, 
and other holy books into Spain. Yet, 
one individual was found bold enough to 
undertake the dangerous enterprise. This 
was Julian Hernandez; Having received 
the truth himself he thought no risk too 
great, when by it, he might be able to 
impart the blessed treasure to others. Two 
large casks filled with translations of the 
Scriptures, and other good books were 
committed to his trust He undertook to 
convey them by land ; and having eluded 
the vigilant eyes of the inquisitors, he 
lodged his precious charge safely in the 
house of one of the chief protestants of 
Seville. When the inquisitors began to 
put their police in motion, they were not 
long in discovering the individual who had 
introduced the heretical books. Julian 
was thrown into prison. He did not seek 
to conceal his sentiments, but gloried in 
the fact, that he had assisted in furnishing 
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his countrymen with the Seriptures. In 
Tain they endeavoured to get from Julian 
the names of his friends. When ques- 
tioned concerning his own faith, he an- • 
swered frankly, defended himself boldly, 
and silenced his judges from his great 
knowledge of the Scriptures. But when 
asked who were his religious companions 
he refused to utter a word. In vain they 
employed threats^ and promises. In vain 
they examined, and cross-examined him in 
his cell, and in the hall of audience : 
Hernandez displayed a firmness and hero- 
ism altogether above his physical strength. 
In vain they had recourse to that horrid 
engine which had often wrung secrets 
from the stoutest hearts, and made them 
betray their nearest and best-loved friends. 
During the three years that he was kept 
in prison, he was frequently put to the 
torture in every form, and with all the ag- 
gravations of cruelty which his persecutors, 
incensed at his obstinacy could devise, but. 
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on every fresh occasion, he appeared be-, 
fore them with unsubdued fortitude ; and 
when ledy or rather dragged from the 
place of torment to his cell, he returned 
with an air of triumph, chanting this r^an 
in his native tongue : — 

" Conquered return the friars, conquered return : 
Scattered return the wolves, scattered return.'* 

At length, the time came for his martyr- 
dom, and the closing scene of his life did 
not disgrace his former daring and fortitude. 
When brought out to the court of Triana 
on the morning of execution, he said to 
his fellow-prisoners, ^* Courage, comrades ! 
This is the hour in which we must shew 
ourselves valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ 
Let us now bare fedthful testimony to his 
truth before men, and within a few hours 
we shall receive the testimony of his ap- 
probation before angels, and triumph with 
him in heaven.'" He was silenced by the 
gag, but continued to encourage his com-. 
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panions by his gestures, during the whole 
of the awfiil spectacle. On arriying at the 
stake he knelt down and kissed the stone 
on which it was erected ; then rising he 
thrust his naked head once and again 
among the faggots, in token of his welcom- 
ing that death which was so dreadful to 
others. Being bound to the stake he 
composed himself to prayer. The pile 
was lighted, and the guards, envying the 
imshaken firmness of the martyr, termina- 
ted his sufferings by plunging their lances 
into his body. 

Herezuelo (another martyr,) conducted 
himself with surprising intrepidity. From 
the moment of his apprehension to that of 
his death, he never exhibited the least 
symptom of a wish to save his life, or to 
mitigate his sufferings, by compromising 
his principles. His courage remained un- 
shaken amidst the horrors of the torture, 
the ignominy of the public spectacle, and 
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i^e terrors of the stake. The only thing, 
that moved him, was the sight of his wife 
in the garb of a penitent; and the look 
which he gave, (for he could not speak,) 
as he passed her to go to the place of ex- 
ecution, seemed to say, *^ This is hard to 
bear ! '^ He listened without emotion to 
the friars who teazed him with their ex- 
hortations to repent; but when at their 
instigation his former associate and in- 
structor began to address him in the same 
strain, he threw upon him a glance of dis- 
dain, which froze the words upon his recre- 
ant lips. Herezuelo and his wife, Leonor 
de Cisneros, were divided in their death, 
but it was in the time only, not in the 
manner of it. Leonor was only 22 years of 
age when she was thrown into the Inqui- 
sition; separated from her husband^ and 
kept in ignorance of his resolutions, or 
perhaps deceived into the belief that she 
would find him among the penitents, she 
suffered herself to be overcome by the 
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persuasions of the monks, and renounced 
with the hand that truth which she con- 
tinued to believe with the heart. But 
Leonor was not long in recovering from the 
shock. The parting look of her husband 
never departed from her eyes; the reflec- 
tion that she had inflicted a pang on his 
heart, during the arduous conflict which 
he had to maintain, fanned the flame of 
attachment to the reformed religion which 
secretly burned in her breast ; and having 
resolved in dependence on that strength 
which is made perfect in weakness, to 
emulate the example of constancy set by 
one so dear to her, she resolutely broke off 
the course of penance on which she had 
entered. She was agsdn thrown into the 
secret prisons. During eight years that 
she was kept in confinement, every effort 
was made, but in vain to induce her to 
renew her recantation. At last she was 
brought out and publicly burnt. 
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I must just glance at the history of Don 
Carlos de Seso; for the whole deeply- 
interesting recital I must again refer you 
to the '^ Reformation in Spain,*^ by Dr. 
M^Crie. 

This distinguished nobleman had per- 
formed important services for Giarles V. 
He was held in great honour by that 
monarch, through whom he obtained in 
marriage a descendant of the royal family 
of CastiUe and Leon. De Seso was not 
less elevated by dignity of character,, 
maital accomplishments, and decorum of 
manners, than by his birth and connexions. 
He most zealously promoted the cause of 
reformation by the circulation of books, 
and by personal instructions. He was at 
the head of those devoted to death* His 
conduct during the whole of his imprison- 
ment, and in the formidable scene by 
which it was terminated, waa worthy of 
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his noble character, and the active part 
he had taken in religious reform. In 
the examinations which he underwent, he 
never varied, nor sought to excuse himself 
by affixing blame to those whom he knew 
his judges were anxious to condemn. 

When informed of his sentence on the 
night before his execution, he called for 
pen, ink, and paper, and having written a 
confession of his faith, gave it to the 
officer, saying '^this is the true faith of the 
Gospel, as opposed to that of the church 
of Rome which has been corrupted for 
ages: in this faith I wish to die, and. in 
the remembrance and lively belief of the 
passion of Jesus Christ, to offer to God 
my body now reduced so low." " It would 
be difficult (says one who read this docu- 
ment in the archives of the inquisition) 
to convey an idea of the uncommon vigour 
of sentiment with which he filled two 
sheets of paper, though he was then, in 
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the preeenoe of death. The whole of that 
night and next morning was spent by the 
friars in rain attempts to make him recant. 
He appeared in the procession with a gag 
in his mouth) which remained till he was 
at the place of execution. It was remov- 
ed after he was bound to the stake, and 
the friars again exhorted him to confess. 
He replied, in a loud voice, and with great 
firmness, **I could demonstrate to you 
that you ruin yourselves by not imitating 
my example ; but there is no time. Exe- 
cutioners, light the pile which is to con- 
sume me.'* They obeyed, and De Seso 
expired in the flames without a struggle 
or a groan. He died in the 43d year of 
his age. 

One more specimen of the sufferings of 
the people of God must close my extracts 
from this interesting work< Dona Juana de 
Bohorques was a daughter of Don Pedro de 
Bohorques, and the wife of Don Francisco 
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de Vargas baron of Hiquera. Being within 
three months of her ei:pected confinement. 
Dona Juana was permitted to occupy one 
of the public prisons until that period 
arriTcd. A young female, who was after- 
wards brought to the stake was confined 
along with her, and did every thing in her 
power to promote her recovery. Dona 
Juana had soon an opportunity of repay- 
ing the kind attentions of her fellow-pri- 
soner, who, having been called before the 
inquisitors, was brought back fiiint and 
mangled. Scarcely had the latter acquired 
sufficient strength to rise from her bed of 
flags, when Dona Juana was conducted 
in her turn to the place of torture. 

Refusing to confess, she was put into 
the engine del burro, which was applied 
with such violence, that the cord pene- 
trated to the bone of her arms and legs ; 
and some of the internal vessels being 
burst, the blood flowed profusely from her 
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mouth and nostrils. She was conveyed 
to her cell in a state of insensibility, and 
expired in the course of a few days. 

It is really a refreshment to tium from 
this most horrible scene to the lonely, 
dark, yet, tranquil dungeon of the young 
martyr Algieri.* Pomponio Algieri a native 
of Naples, was seized when attending the 
university of Padua, and was * sent bound 
to Venice. His answers to his accusers, 
and judges, contain a luminous view of 
the truth. They had the effect of spread- 
ing his fame through Italy. The senators 
of Venice, from regard to his learning and 
youth, were anxious to set him at liberty ; 
but as he refused to abandon his senti- 
ments, they first condemned him to the 
galleys, and then sent him to Rome wherie 
the pope, Paul, IV. doomed him to be 
burnt alive, in the 24th year of his age. 

ft 

• M'Crie's " Reformation in Italy.** 
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The christian magnanimity with which the 
youthful martyr bore that cruel death, 
terrified the cardinals who attended the 
spectacle. A letter written by Algieri, in 
his prison at Venice, describes the conso- 
lations by whicii he was refreshed and 
upheld, under his sufierings, in the most 
powerful and beautiful language. 

Extr2LCt of a letter written in prison by Pompo* 
nio Algieri to his friends in the University 
of Padua. 1570. 

"To allay the grief you feel on my 
account, I am anxious to impart to you 
a share of my consolation, that we may 
rejoice together, and return thanks to the 
Lord with songs. I speak what to men 
will appear incredible; I have found honey 
in the bowels of the lion, (who will believe 
it ?) pleasantness in a dismal pit, soothing 
prospects of life in the gloomy mansions 

o 
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of death, joy in an infernal gulf ! Where 
others weep I rejoice ; where others trem- 
ble, I am strong; the most distressing 
situation has afforded me the highest 
delight; solitude an intercourse with the 
good, and galling chains, rest. But instead 
of this deluded world believing these 
things, it will be rather disposed to ask in 
an incredulous tone : 

" How think you, will you be able to en- 
dure the reproaches and threats of men, 
the fires, the snow storms, the crosses, 
the thousand inconveniences of your situ- 
ation ? Do you not look back with regret 
on your beloved native land, your pos- 
sessions, your relations your pleasures, 
your honours ? have you forgot the delights 
of science, and the solace which it yielded 
you under all your labours? will you at 
once throw away all the toils, watchings, 
and laudable exertions devoted to study 
from your child-hood ? Have you no dread 
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of that death which hangs over you, as if 
forsooth, you had committed no crime ? O 
foolish and infatuated man, who can by a 
single word secure all these blessings and 
escape death, yet will not ! How rude 
to be inexorable to the requests of se- 
nators the most august, pious, just, wise 
and good; to turn an obstinate ear when 
men so illustrious entreat you !" 

" But hear me, ye worldlings, what is 
hotter than the fire which is laid up for 
you, and what colder than your hearts 
which dwell in darkness and have no light ? 
what can be more unpleasant, perplexed 
and agitated than the life you lead, or 
more odious and mean than the present 
world? say what native country is sweeter 
than heaven, what treasure greater than 
eternal life? Who are my relations but 
those who hear the word of God ? and 
where shall riches more abundant, or 
honors more worthy be found than in 
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heaven ? 1 say, foolish man, were not the 
sciences giving to conduct us to the know, 
ledge of God ? whom if it so be we know 
not, our labours, our watchings, and all 
our painful exertions are doubtless utterly 
lost. 

" The prison is severe indeed to the guilty 
but sweet to the innocent, distilling on the 
one side dew and nectar, sending forth on 
the other, milk and abundance of all things. 
It is a desert place and wild, but to me a 
spacious valley, the noblest spot on earth. 
Listen, to me, unhappy man, and judge 
whether there be in the world a more 
pleasant meadow. Here kings and 
princes, cities, and people, are presented 
to my view. Here I behold the fate of 
battles ; some are vanquished, others vic- 
torious, some trodden to dust, others lifted 
into the triumphal car. This is Mount 
Sion, this is heaven. Jesus Christ stands 
in the front, and around are the patriarchs. 
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prophets, eyangeli|t8, apostles, and all the 
servants of God: he embraces and cherishes 
me, they encourage me, and spread the ' 
sacrament, some offer consolations, while 
others attend me with songs. 

^^ Can I be said, to be alone, while sur- 
rounded by so many and so illustrious 
attendants? Here I find an intercourse 
which affords me example as well as com- 
fort; for in that circle I behold some 
crucified and slain, others stoned, and sawn 
asunder, some roasted, others fried in 
the pan, and in brazen vessels, one with 
his eyes dug out, another with his tongue 
cut off, one beheaded, another maimed of 
hand and foot, some thrown into the fiery 
furnace, others left a prey to the ravenous 
birds. Here I have no fixed habitation, 
and seek for myself in the heavens, the 
first New Jerusalem which presents itself. 

" I have entered on a path which con- 
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ducts to a pleasant dwelling, and where 
I doubt not to find wealth, and relations, 
and pleasures, and honours. Those 
earthly enjoyments (all of them shadowy 
and fading, and vanity of vanities, without 
the substantial hope of a coming eter- 
nity) which the supreme Lord was pleased 
to bestow upon me, have been made my 
companions and solace. Now they bring 
forth good fruits. I have burned with 
heat, and shuddered with cold. I have 
earnestly watched day and night ; and 
now these struggles have come to a close. 
Not an hour nor a day has passed with- 
out some exertion : the true worship of 
God is now engraven on my heart, and 
the Lord has filled me with joy and peace 
fulness. Who then will venture to con- 
demn this life of mine, and to pronounce 
my years unhappy? Who so rash as to 
declare his labours lost who has found the 
Lord of the world, who has exchanged 
death for life ? " The Lord is my portion 
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saith my soul, therefore will I seek him." 
If then to die, be to begin a blessed life, 
why does rebellious man cast death in 
my teeth ? O how pleasant is that death 
which gives me to drink of the cup of 
God ! what surer earnest of salvation than 
to suffer as Christ suffered. * * ♦ 

" Be comforted my most beloved fel- 
low-servants of God, be comforted when 
temptations assail you ; let your patience 
be perfect in all things, for suffering is our 
promised portion in this life; as it is 
\*Titten, " The time cometh when he who 
slays you will think he doeth God service.'' 
Tribulation and death therefore are our 
signs of Election and future life : let us 
rejoice and praise the Lord that we are 
innocent ; for it is better if such be the 
will of God, that we suffer for well doing, 
than for evil doing. 

" We have a noble pattern in Christ and 
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the prophets who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, whom the children of 
iniquity have slain. Behold we call those 
blessed who bore up under their trials. 
Let us rejoice in our innocence and 
righteousness, God will reward our perse- 
cutors, for vengeance is his. 

'^ As to what they say concerning the 
Venetian Nobility and senators, extolling 
them as the most august, wise, just, pious, 
pacific and of the highest character and 
fame, I give this its due weight. The 
Apostle teaches us ^^we ought to obey God 
rather than man," and accordingly after 
first giving service to God, then and not 
till then are we bound to obey the official 
powers of this world : I grant they are 
august, but as yet they require to be per- 
fected in Christ; they are just, but the 
foundation and seat of justice, Jesus Christ 
is wanting; they are wise, but where is 
the beginning of wisdom, the fear of God? 
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they are called illustrious, but they have 
not yet received our Saviour, the Lord of 
Glory. 

" Lift up your eyes my dearly beloved, 
and consider the ways of God ; the Lord 
has lately threatened with pestilence and 
this he has done for our correction: if 
we do not receive him he will unsheath 
his sword and attack those who rise up 
against Christ, with sword pestilence and 
famine. 

" These things, brethren have I written 
for your consolation. Pray for me : I sa- 
lute with a holy kiss, my masters, Sylvio, 
Perqula, Justo, with all others whose 
names are written in the book of life. 
Farewell all my fellow-servants of God ; 
farewell in the Lord, and pray earnestly 
for me. 

*• From the delectable garden of the Leo- 
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nine prison, 21st July 1555, the most 
devoted servant of the faithful, the bound 

Pomponious Algieri/* 

Thus you see, my dear friend, that the 
tendency of this holy comfort is not to 
make the soul indolent and unwatchful, 
but on the contrary, it nerves it in the 
hour of danger, — ^strengthens it in the 
hour of suffering, — and comforts it in the 
hour of distress ! And have we no trials, 
that we do not require its support ? Have 
we no afSictions, that we do not need its 
comfort ? Are we never tempted to deny 
our Master, that we do not seek its mighty 
energy, to make us bold to confess him 
at all times, and under all circumstances ? 
Are our hearts so warm in love, that we 
do not need its kindling influence to 
excite the flame, and expand the affec- 
tions, that they may ascend with the 
incense of praise and thanksgiving to 
heaven ? Ah, no ! our wavering, dis- 



83 



trustful, and desponding feelings prove 
that we have not received the Gospel as 
we ought; and consequently have felt 
only half its power. 

But you say, '^ how do I know that I 
have come to Christ ?' It is absolutely 
necessary to establish this point; for as 
long as we are uncertain as to this first 
most important step, we must necessarily 
be also uncertain as to our danger or 
safety. Let us then, dear friend, care- 
fully examine this subject with the light 
of God's word, not judging from our 
feelings, which are indeed variable, and 
consequently not to be depended upon, — 
but humbly using those helps, and trying 
our spirits by those tests which the Holy 
Spirit has mercifully given us, that we 
may come to a certain conclusion as to 
our real condition in the sight of God. 

And first, we will turn to the descrip- 
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tion which the Holy Spirit has drawn of 
an unrenewed and unsanetified soul, and 
carefully observe if that applies to your- 
self. We are told, that « The God of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ should shine 
unto them. Having the understand- 
ing darkened." Now is this your case, 
dearest? Is your mind so blinded that 
you see no beauty, no suitableness in 
the Gospel of Christ, for the wants of 
a perishing, dying creature? Have you 
never perceived how wondrously all the 
attributes of God blend and harmonize 
in the cross of Christ ? Have you never 
seen that Jesus is the Saviour you need ? 

An unrenewed soul is also, " dead 
in trespasses and sins f it is wrapt in 
" deep sleep,*" and the " eyes are closed." 
Is it still so with you? Are all the 
powers of your soul still paralyzed by 
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spiritual death? Is there no move- 
ment, no sign of spiritual life? Have 
not the eyes been unclosed to see your 
danger, has not the slumber been dis- 
turbed by a sense of misery, and has 
no prayer been breathed for help and 
deliverance? Ponder well upon these 
things I beseech you, my dearest friend, 
and follow out each inquiry with godly 
sincerity. 

The consequence of this spiritual stupor 
is an entire ignorance, and unconscious- 
ness of sin. . ^^ Thou sayest, because I 
am innocent, surely his anger shall turn 
from me. Behold I will plead with thee, 
because thou sayest, I have not sinned.*' 
Do you feel thus? Because no human 
being can bring an accusation against you, 
do you feel yourself irmocent^ and blame- 
less in the sight of a heart-searching God ? 
But the Holy Spirit has more particularly 
described the blindness of the unrenewed 
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state. ^^ This people draw near me with 
their mouth, .and with their lips do ho- 
nour me, but have removed their heart 
far from me. Do you still consider a 
formal outward service all sufficient to 
satisfy the God of your life ? Are you 
contented with outward ordinances, while 
your thoughts, and affections are es- 
tranged from the God you profess to 
worship ? 

The sad cause of this ignorance is well 
expressed in what follows, " Their fear 
toward me is taught by the precept of 
men^ Ah my friend, do you still take your 
religious opinions from your poor, erring 
fellow-sinners ; or do you now look to the 
word of God for instruction and direction ? 
The effect of this fearful delusion is, 
" They will not behold the Majesty of the 
Lord/' They see not the glory of any of 
His divine attributes, but are especially 
blind to the awful splendour of his holi- 
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ness. Thus they think a few formal 
services will suffice, offered from a heart 
rotten to the very core, and utterly pollu- 
ted in the sight of G6d. They are |also 
entirely ignorant of those just demands 
which God as their Creator, must ever 
have on every faculty which they possess. 
^' He hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not 
require it." "God hath forgotten; he 
hideth hb face ; he will never see it/' 
Are these your feelings, dearest? Are 
you still insensible to the holiness of God, 
— ^insensible to the spiritual service which 
he requires, — insensible to His all-see- 
ing eye which is ever fixed upon your 
heart, and intently watching you ? 

Not realizing His Omniscience, they 
neither dread His displeasure, or seek 
His favor. " He will not seek after God : 
God is not in all his thoughts^ When 
happy, he remembers not the giver 
of all his mercies, — when depressed, 



88 



he looks not to Jesus for support and 
comfort; in the hour of temptation he 
seeks not his strength, &e. Now, dear 
friend, does this suit your ease? The 
Holy Spirit describes the awful conse- 
quence of this forgetfulness of God, 
^' Thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in 
falsehood,'*' Not seeing its polluted state,* 
— not seeking to be cleansed in the only 
appointed way, — not seeking that " holi- 
ness without which no man can see God,'' 
the unsanctified heart vainly trusts "to 
a lie" for salvation, which in the hour 
of extremity will prove to be a broken 
reed, unable to support the soul which 
leans upon it. 

But not taking God's word as the only 
rule for feeling and action, the unrenewed, 
^^walk after their oum thoughts" as 
though they were independent beings, 

* ** How canst thou say, I am not polluted ?" 
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th^y say, " Our lips are our own ;" the 
member especially created for the glory 
of God, being put for all the powers of 
the soul and body. ^^ They speak vanity 
every one with his neighbour." " If they 
come to see me, they speak vanily : his 
heart gathereth iniquity to itself; when he 
goeth abroad he telleth it.'' " They bum 
incense to vanity." " The mouth feedeth 
on foolishness* "^ Now my friend, does 
all this still apply to yourself? Are you 
resting upon an unscriptural hope ? Are 
you ignorant of the necessity of holiness ? 
and do you look upon all your faculties 
and talents as your own, and to be em- 
ployed as you like ? Do you still take a 
pleasure in vain, worldly, unprofitable 
conversation, dJi^feed on that discourse 
which, excluding heaven and heavenly 
things, dwells only on themes connected 
with this passing, earthly scene ? 

Again, ^^ The way of an unconverted 
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person is right in his own eyes^* Are 
you then perfectly satisfied with your own 
state ! Do you find nothing to be recti* 
fied in your views, spirit, temper, thoughts, 
and words ? Another sad symptom of an 
unrenewed heart is, ^^ Thou hatest instruo 
tioTij and castest my words behind thee/' 
" They have not hearkened unto my 
words, nor to my law, but rejected it" 
" They love darkness rather than light." 
" They come not to the Ught." Now 
dearest, do you thus hate instruction, do 
you thus shrink from the clear light of 
God's holy word ? Do you reject the holy 
requirements of the gospel of Christ? 
When made to feel at any time your great 
deficiency in practical holiness, do you 
wish, and try to forget the humbUng and 
arousing words which you may have read 
or heard ? But, " The word of the Lord 
is a reproach^^^ to the unregenerate, "they 
have no delight in itJ* Do you fear the 
reproach of ordering your conduct by that 
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blessed book ; and have you never found 
any delight in perusing it? The Holy 
Spirit often mentions one fearful sign of 
a heart estranged from God, ^^ Thou hast 
despised my holy things, and hast pro- 
faned my Sabbaths." Do you lightly 
esteem the means of grace, and do you 
neglect to watch over your heart upon the 
Sabbath ? Are its holy hours unimproved, 
and its privileges not valued ? 

Again, in trouble, the unconverted look 
to human help, ^' He trustetk in man^ and 
maketh flesh his arm, whose heart depart- 
eth from the Lord." Is this your habit ? 
Do you depend upon the sympathy and 
assistance of your poor fellow-sinners, 
while you seek not the help of your God ? 

Again, they refuse to hear the voice of 
God, as it speaks to them in affliction, 
<* Thou hast stricken them, but they have 
not grieved ; they have refused to receive 



92 

correction; they have refused to return. 
Or if they are impressed for a season, and 
appear ^< to return and inquire early after 
God ;'* yet " their heart is not right with 
him, neither are they steadfast in his 
covenant ; for all this, they sin still, and 
believe not for His wondrous works.*^ 
Now are you never desirous to improve 
the different afflictions and trials sent you ? 
Has the effect of them entirely past away ? 
Again, they prize not the Gospel, and 
therefore, " they are not valiant for the 
truth upon the earth." Ah ! my friend, 
here we may well be humbled ! 

How little do we value the inestimable 
benefit of a faithful ministry! how little 
do we prize that truth, which can alone 
save the soul ! how do we shrink from 
boldly confessing it before those who 
think not with us! But are you never 
able to express your adherence to the 
truth, and your conviction of its unspeak- 
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able importance? I must not pursue 
these inquiries as time and space would 
fail me. — I will close therefore, with the 
SUREST test of all. ^^ Being alienated from 
the life of God;" « They that are after 
the flesh do mind the thinffs of the flesh^ 
" They are of the world : therefore speak 
they of the world, and the world heareth 
them." 

Now, dearest, are you still alienated 
from the life of holy communion with God 
your Redeemer and Friend ? Do you 
still dread his presence, and fear to be 
alone with him ? Do you still shrink 
from that spiritual, confidential inter- 
course, which He condescends to permit, 
and to command? and are you so taken 
up with earthly pursuits, that you only 
give your attention and affections to what 
concerns this wilderness world ? Are you 
of its spirit, — influenced by its opinion, — 
seeking happiness in conformity to its 
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customs aud manners, — united in feeling, 
and in conversation with those who belong 
to it? Thus my sweet friend, we have 
hastily gone through some of the symp- 
toms of an unconverted state, all which 
at one time sadly applied to yourself; yet 
I think if you will only dwell on them, 
and examine their present application to 
yourself, with Christian simplicity, you 
will be constrained to acknowledge, that 
now they describe you no longer; the 
darkness is past, and the true Light, 
the Light of the world hath shined into 
your soul; in other words you have 
come to Jesus, ^^for who made thee to 
differ ?' 

But I trust this will be made still more 
apparent, while we consider some of the 
most striking features in the character of 
a child of God. I must of necessity take 
you over the same ground again ; but in 
a subject of such importance, and on a 
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point of such peculiar interest, you will 
not, I know, object to this. 

The Holy Spirit according to our 
Lord^s promise hath convinced him *<of 
sin," hath shewn him his defiled and 
awful condition, and he humbly confesses 
his guilt, without seeking in any degree 
to extenuate it. The language of the soul 
is, ^^I acknowledge my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord." <^ Against thee^ thee only have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight." 

Now, my friend, 'you know that it is 
thus with you. You know that you have 
been convinced, that the root of all sin 
is forgetfulness of God; and conscious 
that ingratitude to Him has been stamped 
on all your thoughts and words, and 
actions, you fall low before him, feeling 
that you are utterly unworthy of His 
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favor and blessing. And while you con* 
fess the various symptoms of a diseased 
and corrupted heart, you are painfully 
convinced, that every sin has been imme- 
diately committed against that holy and 
gracious Being, whom you ought to have 
loved with all the powers of your soul. 
Thus you can take the comfort, that this 
applies to yourself. Convinced of sin, 
and feeling utterly helpless, the renewed 
soul looks simply to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation, " Mine eyes are ever 
toward the Lord ; for He shall pluck my 
feet out of the net.^ " He cometh to the 
light" of the world for instruction, and 
righteousness, and for all that his soul 
needeth ; and far from wishing to conceal 
his sin, he begs the Lord his Saviour to 
'^ Search him, and know his heart ; to 
try him, and know his thoughts ; to see 
if there be any wicked way in him, and 
to lead him in the way everlasting." 
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Now my friend you know well that all 
this describes your case. You know that 
you simply look to the Lord Jesus for 
help, that there is nothing you so much 
dread as self-deception, and that you wish 
to have your heart truly revealed to you 
by the light of God's spirit. This then, 
applies also to yourself. 

Again, the child of God delights in his 
holy word, " Thy words were found, and 
I did eat them ; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and ryoidng of mine heart.'' 
You know dearest that you have experi- 
enced this. How often have you gone 
to your Bible as to a friend, and when 
you have " found" some words of comfort 
there, which particularly suited your state 
of mind, you have read them again and 
again, fed upon them as it were, till a 
hope that the promise would be realized 
to you, has sprung up in your heart. 
But the child of God not only reads the 
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Bible for present comfort, he studies it 
for a holier purpose. " Thy word have 
I hid in my hearty that I might not sin 
against thee." "I will meditate in thy 
precepts.'* 

In our Lord's own words " In an 
honest and good heart, having heard the 
word he keeps it, and brings forth fruit 
with patience!* And this, dearest, pour- 
trays yourself. You have tried to treasure 
up the instructions you have received; 
you have sought to cover in the good 
seed by meditation and prayer ; you have 
endeavoured to " keep"* the holy exhor- 
tations you have heard, and for this 
express purpose, that they might be 
made the means of. sanctifying your soul, 
and of keeping you from sin. And when 
you have failed in your desire to bring forth 
the fruits of meekness, love and holiness, 
with renewed earnestness and ^^ patience,** 
you again have sought the counsel and 



99 

aid of the Divine word, and again un- 
weariedly commenced the struggle with 
your own evil nature. 

In every trial and distress, the child 
of God looks to Jesus. " I will say of 
the Lord, He is my refuge^ and my for- 
tress : my God ; in him will I trust/' 
And oh ! dearest, how you are con- 
strained to look to Him in every hour of 
sorrow! If at such a season you were 
prevented seeking the mercy-seat, the 
desolation and yearning of your heart 
would soon discover to you, that you had 
been accustomed to make it your refuge. 
This also then applies to you. 

Another proof of being a child of God, 
appears in seeking happiness in Him^ 
^^ The Lord t^ my portion^ saith my soul ; 
therefore will I hope in him." And you 
have long felt, that nothing below the 
love of God can satisfy and fill your heart. 
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Like the dove you have found this world 
a watery waste, having no resting place, 
and you have earnestly longed to have 
the Saviour for your portion, and heaven 
for your home. 

But this spiritual portion hath no beauty 
in the eyes of the natural man. " The 
things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God." Therefore "you have 
received not the spirit of the world, but 
the spirit which is of God, that you might 
know the things which are freely given to 
us of God.'' Thus a converted person is 
"a new creature, old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new." 
And you know well, that your own 
experience testifies to this. Once this 
world, — ^its pursuits, — and pleasures, its 
cares, sorrows, and vanities, were all en- 
grossing. Your thoughts and attention 
were absorbed by them. You ever obeyed 
the impulse of natural feeling, and yielded 
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to the suggestion of all your worldly 
affections. Spiritual things had little of 
your consideration, and in your estimation 
were devoid of interest. But is it so now? 
You know it is not. The whole bent of 
your mind is altered. Your views, 
your feelings, pursuits, and desires are 
entirely changed. Now spiritual things 
alone appear solid, reasonable and truly 
desirable ; while the world is the fleet- 
ing, unsubstantial vapour, which seems 
ready to vanish away, and is utterly 
unable to fill the immortal, new*bom 
soul. 

Thus, my beloved friend, this most sa- 
tis&ctory evidence of a change of heart is 
yours. And this proves, that the distin- 
guishing mark which our Lord himself 
puts upon his own, Ukewise belongs to 
you. " ITiey are 7wt of the world, even as 
/ am not of the world.''* They are no 
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longer united to it by sympathy, by affec- 
tion, or fear. They no longer court its 
£a.vor, dread its frown, or seek its advan- 
tages; but their interests, hopes, and 
fears, are directed to a different object. 
They thus "mind'' the things of the Spirit, 
knowing that "to be carnally minded is 
death f ' and that " whosoever will be the 
friend of the world is the enemy of God^ 

The converted soul also seeks sincerely 
after universal obedience; it strives to 
" bring into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ." Oh ! my friend, 
when murmuring repining, unthankful 
thoughts have beset you, have you given 
them entertainment, or in' the language 
of Scripture " lodged them within ^ you ? 
You know on the contrary, that you 
have had no rest in your spirit, till 
by the help of God they were ex- 
pelled, and that it is your constant 
desire and aim that your thoughts^ as well 
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as your affections, should be in unison 
with the precepts of your Lord. This most 
pleasing evidence then is yours. 

Another proof of being a member of 
the household of God is, a sincere endea- 
vour to attain a spirit of Christian love. 
" By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther.^ " Love is of God : and every one 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God." And I am well aware that none 
so call forth your affections, none so richly 
obtain your esteem as true Christians. 
And it is in proportion as they reflect the 
lovely, holy image of their Lord, that they 
irresistibly attract your love. Thus, 
then, you may " know that you have 
passed from death unto life, because you 
love the brethren.'" 

Another decided proof of a regene- 
rate state is, unfeigned humility. " In 
lowliness of mind [the child of God] 
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esteems others better than himself.^' ^And 
your feelings after conversing with any 
Christian, is that all have made greater 
advances in the way of life than yourself. 
Once you loved praise, and desired com- 
mendation ; but now you shrink from it, 
knowing that you have an evil heart, and 
that )Pour God cannot praise you. You 
dread the entrance of self elating thoughts, 
knowing that they are hateful in the sight 
of God, and must ever interrupt commu- 
nion with him. 

Another mark of conversion, is the 
simply depending upon the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit for every thing."*' " Not 
that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves ; but our suffi- 
ciency is of God.*' And you know that 
you feel this truth every hour of the day, 
and consequently, that you look to the 
Divine Spirit to teach you, to pray with 
you, to read with you, and to walk with 
vou in the narrow path of life. 
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But I must not longer dwell on the 
evidences of a regenerate state. 

I will conclude with one of the strongest 
of all, — an ever increasing desire and cn- 
deavour after holiness. The child of God 
desires to ^^^ grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.'' No present attainments satisfy 
him ; he is daily seeking a greater confor- 
mity to the character of his Lord. He 
remembers the advice to ^^ follow after 
Iwlinessr Holiness is a guide sent to 
conduct us to the courts above. She stays 
not, — ^lingers not, — ^but passing swiftly 
along the narrow path, she leads to eternal 
life. She must ever be as swiftly pursued, 
— must never be lost sight of — ^it might 
prove fatal : the eye must be fixed upon 
her, the steps must closely ^^ follow'^ her, 
till she gains the gate of heaven ! she 
passes rapidly through ; the soul still pur- 
sues ; and in that long wished for embrace, 
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will forget all the toils of the way— then 
hand in hand with holiness, will fall in 
an ecstasy of gratitude, before the throne, 
for — " Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." 

And you know, my loved friend, that 
these are just your views and feelings. 
You love every one that does your soul 
good. You are grieved when a day has 
past without obtaining any spiritual im- 
provement. You feel an acute sorrow 
when your eye is misty, and you cannot 
see your lovely guide ; and you only re- 
cover your peace when you again behold 
her clearly, and are evidently following 
her. 

Thus then these earnest desires to grow 
in grace, prove that you are " led by the 
Spirit of God;" and "as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God.^ 
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Now I am Seu: from saying that the 
sanctification of your soul is in any degree 
complete ; or that the fruits of the Spirit 
are as luxuriant as they ought to be ; still 
on carefully examining the state of your 
heart by those tests which God has given 
us, you must be constrained to feel, that a 
work has been begun in your soul; a' work 
which- the Holy Spirit alone could effect, 
consequently that you ^^have come to 
Jesus/^ that you are reconciled to God, ac- 
cepted, admitted into his family, and under 
preparation for glory. 

To deny that the Lord is with you, 
is to imitate the unholy Jews of old, who 
though they had again and again beheld 
our Lord's miracles, yet insulted him by 
saying, " what siffn shewest thou,'' and 
** wfiat dost thou work T' Is it a grate- 
ful way of requiting him for his won- 
drous mercy, to doubt the exercise 
of it? and when he says to us by his 
work of grace upon our souls, ** I have 
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loved you with an everlasting love : there- 
fore^ with loving kindness have I draum. 
you,^^ is it gracious^ BXiA.humble in us to 
reply with the Jews, " wherein hast 
thou loved us ?' Oh no ! surely it were 
far more acceptable and pleasing to 
the Lord to answer with humble and 
admiring gratitude " I will always give 
thanks to thee for what thou hast done, 
and I will hope in thy name." Abun- 
dant are the promises that the Lord will 
complete the good work of sanctification 
which he has so condescendingly begun, 
and we should simply rest our souls 
upon them, and honour him by believing 
his word in the midst of every discou- 
ragement. 

I will mention two or three that I wish 
you .to dwell upon when your soul is cast 
down. " Who shall also amfirm you unto 
the end^ that ye may be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ/* " Faithful 
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is he that calleth you who also will do it^ 
^^ The Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil.*' " Being 
confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ." " In 
due season loe shall reap if we faint nof 
" Wherefore hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.'' 

We should thus trv and examine our 
state by the word of God, and not by our 
own feelings ; ever bearing in mind that 
nothing is so acceptable to him, and 
nothing is so strongly inculcated in the 
Scriptures, as a thankful, praising spirit ; 
and consequently every meditation which 
tends to promote such a spirit, must ne- 
cessarily promote our sanctification. And 
be not discouraged by daily observing 
more and more in your heart that needs 
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correction; but be comforted by the thought 
that "All things that are reproved are 
made manifest by the light : for whatso- 
ever doth make manifest is light.^' Hail 
therefore your increasing views of the 
sinful state of your spirit, as a satisfac- 
tory evidence, that a stronger light from 
above has been cast on your soul ; for in 
your days of darkness you saw none of 
these things. 

Oh, how do we dishonor our gracious 
God by distrusting his willingness to sanc- 
tify us I How ill do our doubting, suspicious 
feelings accord with his own most cheering 
declaration, " I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn 
away from them» to do them good ; but I 
will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
shall not depart from me. Yea, I will 
rejoice over them to do them good, and I 
will plant them (in the nursery of the 
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Church here, and in his paradise above,) 
with my whole hearty and with my whole 
iotdr 

And what cause have you to fear that 
you are not his own adopted child, when 
he has so unceasingly taught you, — ^gently 
weaned you from the world by his provi- 
dence and grace, and manifested himself 
as your << ^epherd," by again and again 
" restoring your soul" when wandering 
^om him ? How often when a gloom has 
been gathering on your spirit, through 
temptation, unwatchfiilness, or the entrance 
of discontented thoughts, has a beam of 
light and love been darted from the 
throne of grace into your disconsolate 
heart I Oh, wonderful change, wrought by 
your compassionate God I The storm is 
hushed, — the billows of corruption again 
seem sleeping, — and the tears of sorrow 
are brightened with the soothing ray of 
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Im^I Could yau, have effected such a 
diaoge as this? The thought is pre- 
sumptuous ! The Lord himself restored 
your soul: and is not this an evidence 
that he is with you ? and will you repay 
his goodness, by duubting his adopting 
love? 

No, my loved friend, believe that he is 
now '^guiding you with his counsel,'' 
that he may hereafifcer ''receive you to 
glory.^ You should ever remember, that 
the natural tendency of your heart is from 
God, and that by nature you have no 
desire whatever for his love. Yet is the 
language of your soul now, ''Thou, oh 
Lord God art the thing that / longforr 
And you can also add, " There is none 
upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
thee f" and you know that your touching 
complaint has again and again been, 
"Oh, when wilt thou come unto me?' 
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And do you think that God has put diese 
desires into your heart to disappoint 
them ? What is this but a thirst for tlie 
waters of salvation? And has he not 
abundantly declared that all who thirst, 
may freely drink of the river of life ? May 
at once take the full cup of salvation, 
containing all those glorious consolations 
which are in Christ. 

Did the Saviour even say to the woman 
of Samaria, " If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to thee, give 
me to drink ; thou wouldst have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee living 
water;'' and is he not willing that your 
soul should be strengthened and refreshed 
by those waters of comfort, which he has 
prompted y^u to seek ? Oh I believe that 
he himself desires that you should be 
happy in him; that he earnestly virishes 
the prosperity of your soul ; and that you 
will ere long find, as ten thousand thou- 
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sand others have found, by blest experi- 
ence, that he truly *^ satis/leth the hnging 
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with 
goodness/" 

Follow his advice, and often recall the 
state from which he has already deli- 
vered you;* a state of dead impene- 
trable gloom, without one avenue to light. 
Wrapt in the darkness of sin, and 
shrouded in the mists of unbelief, you 
were sleeping the death-like sleep of 
ignorance and indifference; though the 
sword of Almighty justice was suspended 
over you, and the curse of God^s broken law 
was upon you ; and you were daily draw- 
ing nearer that unfathomable abyss, on 
the very brink of which you were hover- 
ing, when awakened. Yet regardless of 
your danger, you continued sleeping on 
the edge of this awful precipice, with all 
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Look to the bole of the pit whence ye are digged." 
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the insensibility of a corpse,* around 
which the midnight thunders are rolling, 
and the death charged lightning iSashes. 

Numbers while you were in this fearful 
state,*— and many much younger than 
yourself, — passed the brink on which you 
trembled, — and were lost for ever in the 
fiery surge of eternal wrath, bottomless 
despair, and unutterable woe ! But you 
were snatched as a brand from the burn- 
ing : you were awakened from your sleep 
of death : your eyes were. unclosed to see 
the sword above your head, and the 
dreadful abyss beneath your feet: you 
were made to feel the curse which abode 
upon your soul ! You looked around you, 
and beheld "trouble and darkness;" 
before you, — " dimness of anguish." But 
you were not "driven to darkness/^ A 
gentle ray pierced the gloom and rested 

* The idea is Payson's. 
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on the Cross ! The way of escape was 
revealed to you, and with trembling steps 
you hastened to follow it Thus of free 
grace were you rescued; and by free 
grace are you saved. " Light a&ev light, 
well used you shall attain, and to the end 
persisting safe arrive.'^ 

But, my friend, what do you owe your 
great Deliverer? Surely the language 
of thanksgiving and praise, of rejoicing 
and confidence, not of mournful complaint, 
or distrustful despondency. Your heart 
should especially feel the appeal of " Oh 
give thanks unto the Lord for he is good ; 
and his mercy endurMi for ever^ " Serve 
the Lord with gladness. Enter into his 
gates with ihanksgwing, and into his 
courts with pradse : be diankful unto him, 
and bless his name." 

But this you will never be able to do 
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consistently and abidingly, until you re- 
ceive the " glad tidings" of the gospel of 
peace, as they were sent from heaven in 
all their freeness, and fulness of present 
peace, and present acceptance. It is this 
which gives a life, a power, a delight, to 
all the services of religion, in public and 
private. What before was felt to be a duty, 
is now considered a privilege; what was 
wearisome, is now enlivening ; what before 
was a burden, and a fresh cause for de- 
spondency, from the sluggishness of the 
spirit, is now a source of real enjoyment, 
and a fresh spring of hope and comfort. 
And must not that be the right view which 
produces such effects ? 

But we are not left to conjecture on this 
point; our Lord prays that his disciples 
may be *^ sanctified through the trttth" It 
is the reception of the whok truth which 
is to produce this heavenly influence upon 
the affections. And he also tells us, that 
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when we ^ know the trudi/^ the truth 
shall make us freeJ^ The heart is melted 
and purified by the belief of this glorious 
and comforting truth, that for tlie sake of 
the Lord Jesus Christ we are entirely for- 
given, — ^that God is at peace with us, — 
has accepted us, — ^is preparing for us a 
place in his presence above, and will safely 
bring us to the land of rest and glory. It 
is this which sets it free from those chains 
which bind it to earth, and which before 
seemed indissoluble. 

Thus the Lord, when speaking of 
the nearness of his great salvation, and of 
his perfect righteousness, adds, <^ Blessed 
is the son of man that layeth fwld on it" 
And immediately after, when sending a 
message of especial mercy, he thus dis- 
tinguishes those who were to appropriate 
it — ^< That keep my sabbaths, and choose 
the things that please me, and t(zke hold of 
my covenant.^^ And as if this were not 
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enough, one of the most encouraging and 
comforting promises follows : " Also every 
one that keepeth the Sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and taketk hold of my covenant, 
will I bring to my holy mountain, and 
make joyful in my house of prayer." St. 
Paul also tells the Hebrews that those 
who have fled for refuge to Jesus, have 
^^ laid hold upon the hope set before them." 
And he thus exhorts Timothy, ^^ Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life.'^ And the prophet Isaiah thus la- 
ments the deplorable state of his people, 
<^ There is none that calleth upon thy 
name, that stirreth up himself to take hold 
of thee." 

These words exactly describe the act^ 
ings of faith, when contrary to all the 
whispers of suspicious guilt, it stretches 
out a trembling hand to lay hold of the 
promises of grace ; and it was the entire 
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absence of this which the prophet so 
touchingly deplores. 

Thus you see, my dear friend, to ap- 
propriate to ourselves the blessings of the 
the gospel of Christ, is not only a privi- 
lege, it is a positive duty, and a Divine 
command which we are bound to obey. 
Ifc is, as I observed before, a most Jioly 
doctrine. For what is it to be at peace 
with God, and in a state of acceptance ? 
It is to be united to Christ. And what is 
it to be united to Christ? It is to 
have his Spirit within us. And what is 
his Spirit, but his eye ! Oh, solemn 
thought ! to have the eye of the Most 
Holy within our hearts; continually 
abiding with us, and intently watching 
every thought as it arises, every feeling 
as it swells ! Thus when the Lord 
Jesus Christ is described by the Holy Spi- 
rit as a foundation stone, it is a *^ stone 
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with seven eyes."' Awful, and dreadful 
consideration to the hollow and unholy 
professor ! but a comforting reflection to 
the child of God. He wishes the Lord 
to search him; he earnestly desires to 
" be made clean ;" and he is comforted 
by the thought that the Lord knows all 
his inward trials and temptations; and 
consequently knows exactly how to com- 
fort, strengthen, and defend him. St. 
Paul, when exhorting some of his con* 
verts to seek after holiness, urges this as 
the strongest argument he could employ. 
<' Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dweUeth in 
yaa ? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy ; for the tem- 
ple of God is holy, which temple ye areP 

But there is still another argument in 
favour of this happy view of present privi- 
leges, which is peculiarly important, be- 



122 



cause the honour of our dear Redeemer 
is especially concerned in it. Without this 
humble assurance of present acceptance, 
how dreadful, how melancholy is the 
thought of death? And how impossible 
it is, under such circumstances, to honour 
God by calmly trusting him in the hour 
of danger. 

Yet should it be so ? Should those who 
are called by the name of Christ, — ^who 
profess to be washed from their sins in his 
blood,-— who have been rescued by the 
deep humiliation, and the unknown ago- 
nies of the Son of God from eternal an- 
guish, — ^who have been brought back from 
the brink of the bottomless abyss by the 
leadings of his Spirit, — and whose feet 
have been gently turned into the path of 
life, — should such shrink back from going 
to their Preserver, their great Deliverer, 
their Redeemer, and their God ? Should 
they feel depressed and melancholy at the 
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thought of seeing Him to whom they ow^ 
80 much? ^o hath loved them with a 
love passing all human knowledge, all hu- 
man affection ? And is it grateful or be- 
coming,— can it be pleasing to our Savi- 
our, so much to dread the summons which 
is to call us to his presence ? Surely it is 
dishonouring him in the eyes of all ; it is 
plainly testifying to those around, that we 
do not think him faithful to his promises ; 
that we trust not in the assurance, that he 
will save us " to the uttermost.^* It shews 
that we believe not the glorious things 
which are above ; that we desire not that 
** fulness of joy'' which is in " his pre- 
sence/' we wish not for those ^^ pleasures 
which are at his right hand for evermore." 

We therefore prefer a " body of death,*' 
to *^ awaking in his likeness f a world of 
wickedness, to a world of holiness ; even 
a vale of tears, to a land of glory ; the 
company of fellow-sinners, to the ^^ mul- 
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titude which no man can number,^ of the 
^' spirits of just men made perfect ;"" and 
the constant temptations of the hosts of 
darkness, to communion with thousands, 
and thousands of holy angels ; above all, 
we prefer our distant and mournful exile 
from the Saviour we profess to adore, to 
the seeing ^^ Him as he is," in all his 
glory, majesty, and beauty, and worship- 
ing him with a perfect love. These were 
not the feelings of the early Christians. 
When they were bowed down by tempta- 
tion, or affliction, the Apostles felt they 
had but to name the speedy coming of 
their Lord to cheer their hearts, and to 
brighten their hope. They were so " look- 
ing for, and hastening unto the coming of 
the day of God," that it was more need- 
ful to exhort them to a ^' patient waitings 
for Christ,^^ than to stir them up to desire 
the appearance of their King. 

Oh ! should we thus treat an earthly 
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friend, who bad loaded us with his bene* 
fits, given us daily proofii of his ever 
watchful, and tender care, and who, more- 
over, bad made us the most solemn assu- 
rances of his devoted and faithful love? 
Should we dread the hour of his approach, 
fear the time of meeting, and feel melan- 
choly, and sad, at the anticipation of i)e- 
holding our benefactor? Would such a 
frame of feeling be gratifying to one who 
had done every thing to call forth our af- 
fections ? And can it then be acceptable 
to Him who hath bought us from death 
with his own blood ? 

Yet, my friend, such must be our feel- 
ing, such must be our ungracious, ungrate- 
ful deportment towards our best, our glori- 
ous Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, while 
we have only the hope of which you speak, 
the trembling, uncertain ^* hope of being 
accepted at the lasV^ But remember the 
Apostle says, ^^ All things are yovrs ; 
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deaths or things present, or things to come; 
att are yoursy and ye are Christ^s." 

Then, my loved fnend, from this hour 
believe the glorious truth. No longer 
listen to your suspicious fears, to the 
accusations of guilt, or the murmuring 
doubts of Satan. No longer distrust the 
God that loves you, — the Saviour who 
bled for you, — and the Divine Spirit who 
has begun to sanctify you. We have seen 
by examining the tests of a regenerate 
state, that you have been called Humbly 
believe, then, that you are " chosen to sal- 
vation through sanctification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth." From this hour 
look upon yourself as a child of God, as 
one of his beloved family, and receive to 
yourself his inspiring address to such;— 
^^ Since thou wast precious in my sight, 
thou hast been honourable, and / Jiave 
loved thee J' ** Fear not : for I am with 
thee." " I have created thee for my 
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glory :" ^^ shew forth my praise."' " Ye 
are my witnesses saith the Lord." Feel 
the importance of this charge; feel that 
you are solemnly called upon to bear wit- 
ness to the power, the beauty, and the 
cheerfidness of Christ's holy religion. 

And believe me, dear friend, a happy 
countenance, a rejoicing spirit, and an 
evident happiness in God, will bear a 
stronger witness to the honour of your 
Saviour, than any doubts and fears* Then 
feel that the honour and glory of your 
Master is committed to your trust; and, 
inasmuch as you tremble at sin, tremble 
also lest you should give occasion to the 
enemies of your Lord, to say that his ser- 
vice is a gloomy, uninteresting, and tm- 
satisfyififf thing. Remember there is no 
medium ; the Holy Spirit says, ^^ Know 
ye not your ownselves, that Jesus Christ is 
in yauj except ye be reprobates,'^ And by 
meditating on a few proofs of the awfiil 
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state of reprobation, we found, to the glory 
of God, that that was not your own. Be 
not discouraged because you have not sen- 
sible comfort, — because you have not a 
voice within, as it were, telling you to ap- 
propriate the promises; but, simply rest 
on the word of the Most High, though 
your own experience seems against it. 
Faith is not in such strong exercise when 
the promise seems near, and we have only 
to extend a willing hand to lay hold of it, 
as when we see it •* ctfar off^ and are per- 
suaded of it, and embrace it," on the truth 
alone of God's word. <^ Hope that is seen 
is not hope ; but if we hope for that we 
see not^ then do we with patience wait for 
it.^ When it pleases God so to shine upon 
his gracious declarations, that we cannot 
mistake their suitableness to our own case^ 
hope may indeed be said to be seen, and 
faith likewise appears sight, and all the 
trials and difficulties of faith are then re- 
moved. But when contrary to our feelings^ 
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we grasp with a firm though trembling 
hand, the gracious assurances of God, then 
faith and hope are in powerful exercise, 
and we are obeying the command, and 
following the example of our God and Sa- 
viour. *' Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his 
servant, that walketh in darkness and hath 
no light ? let him trust in the name of the 
Lord, and stay upon his God." Has it 
never struck you that some of the strong- 
est expressions of fiiith were uttered by 
the Psalmist in the absence of all sensible 
comfort, and during the influence of most 
desolate and trying feelings ? Thus he 
exclaims, ^^ My soul is also sore vexed : 
I am weary with my groaning; all the 
night make I my bed to swim : I water 
my couch with my tears.^^ Then comes 
the language of faith in the midst of this 
heavy sorrow and deep gloom, ^^ The Lord 
hath heard the voice of my toeeping : the 
Lord wiU receive my prayer." On another 
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occasion he prays, ^* Have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, consider my trc/yble which I 
suffer of them that hate me;" and then 
adds, ^* I wiU rgoice in thy sahration.^ 

In the same manner he makes this 
touching complaint, ^^ How long wilt thou 
forget me O Lord ? far ever ? how long 
wilt thou hide thy face from me ? how long 
shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 
lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the deep of 
death/* Surely darkness and depression 
of spirit could not easily go beyond this ! 
Yet he immediately adds, <* I have trusted 
in thy mercy; my heart shall refoice in 
thy salvation.'^ Again he cries, ^^Thou 
art the God of mg salvation,*^ though 
while he uses this appropriating language, 
he tells us that his heart was ^* desolate 
and afiiicted," and that **^ the troubles " of 
his spirit ^< were enlarged^ So at another 
time he pathetically complains to God, 
*^ Mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, 
my soul : for my life is spent with giief. 
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and my years with sighing : my strength 
faileth because of mine iniquity.'" Never- 
theless he continues, ^^ I said, thou art my 
God," " McAe thy face to shine upon thy 
servant." This prayer of itself proves 
that his soul was then uncheered by the 
light of that blessed countenance, tliough 
in the midst of his depression, he had 
previously exclaimed in the anticipation 
of faith, ^' I will be glad and rgoice in thy 
mercy," 

Again, when engaged in an awfiil con- 
flict, and quickly pursued by his enemies, 
he cries to God in his distress, '^Take 
hold of shield and buckler, and stand up 
for mine help : draw out also the spear, 
and stop the way against them that per- 
secute me : say unto my soul, I am thy 
salvation ; " then in the confidence of fisdth, 
he adds^ '^-My soul shall be joyful in the 
LfOrd : it shall refoice in his salvation.'* 
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Thus you see, my loved friend, that our 
consolation need not depend on sensible 
comfort, but should rest on the word and 
promise of God. Our feelings sadly vary, 
but the word of the Lord standeth sure 
for ever. I am quite convinced, that we 
never honor God more, or please him 
better, than when we simply depend upon 
his word for direction and comfort : and it 
is in this, I think, that we so greatly fail, 
and consequently lose much strength and 
peace. When our spirit is depressed, and 
gloomy, we generally begin to reason with 
our own hearts; but we should ever re- 
member, that our reason is a blind guide» 
and that she has been sadly led astray by 
sin ; consequently we should not listen to 
her suggestions, but go at once to the 
"lamp*' of God's word for light. For 
instance, when we are in trouble, and 
much cast down, let us seek to have our 
confidence drawn out towards the Lord 
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God our Saviour, by dwelling on those 
texts which command and encourage us 
to trust in him: such, for example, as, 
" Trust in him at all times; ye people 
pour out your heart before him : God is a 
refuge for us/' " Let all those that put 
their trust in thee refoice : let them ever 
shout for joy, because thou defendest themJ* 
" Trust in the Lord, arid do good ; so 
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verilt/ 
thou slialt be fed" ** Commit thy way unto 
the Lord ; trust also in him, and he shall 
bring it to pass." " And the Lord shall 
help them and deliver them : he shall de- 
liver them from the wicked, and save 
them, because they trust in him." " The 
Lord redeemeth the souls of his servants : 
and none of them that trust in him shall be 
desolate.'" ^^O, taste and see that the 
Lord is good: blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him" " O how great is thy 
goodness, which thou hast laid up for them 
that fear thee; which thou hast wrought 
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for them that trust in thee before the sons 
of men." <^ He thdit putteth his trust in the 
Lord, mercy shall compass him about,^^ or, 
as it is still more beautifully rendered, 
Mercy embraeeth him on er^ery side." 
" What time I am eifraid, I will trust in 
thee.*' " I have trusted also in the Lord : 
therefore I shall not slide^ " For our heart 
shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted 
in his holy name.^' ^< He that putteth his 
trust in the Lord shall be made fat.^* 
" Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall 
be s(ife^* '^ He is a shield unto them that 
put their trust in him.'' 
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Now whatever our trial may be, we see 
from these verses the way of escape ; or 
the way to be enabled to bear it with pa- 
tience, and comfort. God himself speaks 
to us in these words, and we should listen 
to his voice, hearken diligently to his 
counsel, and calmly repose our soul upon 
bis truth. A Christian much distressed 
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and harassed by temptatioti, who had <^ n6 
spot on which to rest a hope,^^ but seemed 
surrounded by the thick darkness of deser^ 
tion^ and despair, clung to this verse as 
his only stay : — ** TrU3t ye in the Lordjbr 
ever : for in the Lord Jehovah is everlast'- 
ing strength.^ Against all the fiery darts of 
Satan he raised this precious motto, as a 
shield to protect him; while with these 
words he likewise answered all the sugges-^ 
tions of his own unbelieving heart. His 
efforts to honor thus the message of his 
God, were pleasing in the eyes of the 
Lord of Hosts, by whom they were blessed 
to his deliverance and comfort.. In the 
same manner, when we are oppressed 
with that sad symptom of our ruined state, 
a deadness and stupidity in the service of 
God, did we simply and prayerfully rest 
for comfort on some appropriate promise, 
we should quickly obtain relief. "Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord ; and he shall 
sustain theeT " I am poor and needy ; yet 
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the Lord tkinketh upon me : thou art my 
help and my deliverer : make no tarrying 
O my God." "Now for the comfortless 
trouble^s sake of the needy, and because 
of the deep sighing of the poor, I will up 
saith the Lord." "The Lord wiU give 
strength unto his people; the Lord will 
bless his people with peace," " The desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and singing." "The parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
land springs of water." 

What inspiring promises are these when 
we are weighed down with a sense of our 
unprofitableness, and painfully feel the 
dry and barren state of our souls. At 
such seasons let us cling to these precious 
words, and we shall soon be made sensi- 
sible, that they are some of those " fresh 
springs " of the Spirit, by which he invi- 
gorates and fructifies our hearts. 
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Bat tiiere is one to cheer us when we 
oannot pray, and can only sigh for help, 
** When the poor and needy seek water, 
and there is none, and their tongue faileth 
for thirst, I the Lord Mill hear them, I the 
God of Israel will not forsake \hemJ^ "I 
will pour water upon him that is thirsty.'' 
The Lord our Redeemer thus solemnly 
promises to give us his Spirit : the blessing 
therefore is mre^ and we may use all the 
means he has appointed, in the confident 
hope (according to bis word) that we shall 
** not labour in vain^ 

Most cheering thought ! every struggle 
with rin, — every efibrt after holiness,—* 
every prayer, — every penitential sigh,— 
and every grateful tear is noticed, and 
tl'easured up by the Lord, to be answered 
by an increased influence of his Spirit in 
his own ^^dijie time/' For in all these 
things we are sowing righteousness in our 
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souls ; and " to him that soweth righteous- 
ness shall be a sure reward.^' What an en- 
pouragement to us to sow plentifully the 
good seed in our own hearts, and in the 
hearts of others ! 

It was my intention at the beginning of 
this letter, to endeavour to make you feel 
the duty, and indeed the necessity of cul- 
tiyating happy, bright and scriptural views 
of the glorious gospel of peace ; to remove 
your prejudices, and to prove to you, 
beloved firiend, the sanctifying effects of 
such a soul-comforting doctrine. I wished 
to make you feel your own interest in it; 
and then more particularly to enlarge on 
the fruits which it constantly produces in 
those who humbly and gratefully receive 
it How it leads to unfeigned and ever-^ 
increasing humility, and to untiring endea^ 
vours after holiness ; how it makes all the 
ordinances of religion delightful, and con* 
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sequently greatly promotes that spirituality 
of mind, which "is life and peace:" — 
these we have very briefly touched on. 

But I wished especially to consider with 
you how it sweetens a£9iction, to recal to 
your remembrance some of those encou- 
raging, strengthening, and soul-inspiring 
thoughts which the Scriptures suggest for 
our comfort in the dark hour of triaL 
Those blessed considerations which plainly 
prove, that affliction is God's usual and 
appointed way of bringing us ^^ into the 
bond of the covenant." 

I also wished to direct your attention to 
the aid which this holy and comforting 
doctrine affords us, against the greatest 
danger of our fallen nature, namely, sloth'- 
Jidness in religion ; " For slothfidness cast* 
eth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul 
shall suffer hunger ; ^ but the " soul of the 
diligent shall be made jfSs/." " The shthftd 
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Bhall be undb* tribute ; " while, ^Hhe band 
of the diligent shall hear rule.*' How greatly 
it also assists us in seeking to be submis- 
sive to the Divine will, when that will 
most thwarts our own. How it leads to a 
bountiful, and liberal spirit towards our 
fellow creatures, both in spiritual and 
temporal things ; and how it lights up the 
duty of intercession, and divine meditation. 
— But my letter has already become an 
immoderate length, and none of these 
deeply interesting topics can we now dwell 
on. 

One thing I particularly wish to observe 
to you, that a calm, heavenly, even frame 
of spirit, is abidingly the most edifying. 
Are your feelings peculiarly light, buoyant, 
and joyous? Recal those remembrances 
of past transgression, which shall make 
them humbly thankful. Are you depressed ? 
Begin not with prayer, it might take the 
character of ungrateful complaint; but 
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seek to praise. Recal every, even the 
least assistance you have received through 
the day, — any help in prayer, — any good 
thought, — any fresh instruction, and bless 
God for his goodness. Then think of his 
long suffering, — ^his wondrous mercy which 
has never ceased to foDow you, — ^your 
past deliverances, — and the fire of grati- 
tude and love will begin at least to kindle, 
and you will be in a better frame for 
prayer. And by this method you will be 
obeying the repeated injunction of the 
Apostle, ^' In every thing give thanks : for 
this is the wiUofGod in Christ Jesus con- 
cerning you.*' 

And now, my beloved friend, in saying 
farewell, I would wish to leave a solemn 
impression upon both our minds, llie 
time is short. Soon will the awfril mys- 
tery of this world^s history be completed* 
Eighteen hundred years ago, the Apostles 
taught by the spirit warned our unbeliev- 
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ing race, that the coming of the Lord of 
heaven and earth drew nigh, that "the 
Lord was at hand/^ How much nearer 
then now, must be the consummation of all 
things? compared with the millions, and 
millions of years of a never ending eter- 
nity, it is but as the space of a winged 
hour, before that great and dreadful day 
of the Lord Almighty shall come ! " But 
who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth ? 
for his eyes are as a flame of fire," search- 
ing the inmost recesses of the heart? 
Eighty thousand spirits are daily sum- 
moned from this world of sin and woe, to 
await the eternal fiat of that awful day ! 
yet are they taken away so quietly^ — so 
silently does the Angel of death deliver 
his charge, and beckon them to follow 
him from amidst the living, that they are 
scarcely missed by the busy crowd, which 
quickly closes in over their empty spaces ; 
and the daily visits of the awful messen- 
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ger, are neither Expected, or dreaded. 
But what must the final << gathering^ be, 
of such myriads and myriads of immortal 
spirits, awaiting the irrevocable doom of a 
lost, or won £t£rnity ! 

Human imagination sinks before so 
stupendous a thought. Yet will that day, 
that fearful day, fraught with eternal life 
or death to unnumbered millions, dawn as 
sweetly, as peacefully, as those we now be- 
hold. ^' The sun rose upon the earth/' in 
his accustomed beauty and glory, ^^ as Lot 
entered into 2k)ar:'' though before its 
setting, all the inhabitants of the cities 
he had left, were hurried by a temppst of 
brimstone and fire, into the regions of 
everlasting despair. 

Thus also it was, when Noah entered 
into the Ark ; all was smiling and peace- 
ful, and we can fancy the hngering look 
of regret, which he cast on the lovely 
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scene he was leaving ! yet as soon as 
God had shut him into his place of refuge, 
the windows of heaven were opened and 
the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the shriek of despair from 
a lost world ascended ! And we are told 
by the Judge of quick and dead, by the 
Lord of Hosts himself, that ^^ so shall it 
be at the end of the world." " They shall 
say peace, and safety :" they shall appre- 
hend no danger ; they shall fear no alarm, 
they shall follow their accustomed pur- 
suits; but suddenly, ^^ shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in Heaven!" "And 
they shall see the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory/' *^For the Lord himseK 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God." And what a shout will 
that be, which shall be heard throughout 
the whole earth, and which will rend the 
heavens from the east even to the west ! 



145 

And " a loud voice" was heard, saying, 
"Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Christ. Then, " The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire. Behold 
He Cometh with clouds ; and every eye 
shall see him.'* " He shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him : 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory." " His throne was like the fiery 
flame, and his wheels as burning fire ; a 
fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him ; thousand thousands minister- 
ed unto him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him !'' " His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head 
were many crowns ; and he had a name 
written that no man knew, but he himself. 
And he was clothed with a vesture dipped 
in blood : and his name is called the 
Word of God : and he hath on his vesture 
and on his thigh a name written, King of 
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Kings, and Lord of Lords." " And 
lo ! there was a great earthquake: and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as blood; and the 
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even 
as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
Mrhen she is shaken of a mighty wind. 
And the heavens departed as a scroll when 
it is rolled together ; and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. 
And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains and the mighty men, and every 
bondsman, and every free^man hid them- 
selves in the dens and rocks of the moun- 
tains and said to the mountains and rocks, 
" Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne, a:nd from 
the wrath of the Lamb : for the great day 
of his wrath is come, and who shall be 
able to stand ?' The piercing agonizing cry 
will be in vain ! It will be answered by 
the awful pealing " trump of God." The 
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trumpet shall sound, — ^and the dead shall 
be raised ;"' " all that are in their graves 
shall hear his voice, — and shall come 
forth." 

But ever watchful over his beloved 
people, tenderly anxious that they should 
not be overwhelmed with fear in the dread*i> 
ful scene approaching,— ^before the con-* 
flagration of the whole world, and the 
death shriek of the lost, the Lord, the 
mighty Judge, *' shall send his angels, and 
they shall gather together hi^ elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other.'' For "the dead in Christ 
shall rise first;" and they "which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up toge- 
ther with, them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air." " And before him shall 
be gathered all nations." "And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before 
God ; the sea gave up the dead which 
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were in it ; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them*" 

Then will come the fearful destruction 

of a world, which has bounded the wishes, 

engrossed the feelings, and absorbed the- 

thoughts of so many immortal spirits ! 

" The foundations of the earth do shake : 

the earth is moved exceedingly : the earth 

shall reel to and fro like a drunkard.*^ 

The heavens shall pass away with a great 

noise, and the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat, the earth also and the works 

that are therein shall be burned up :*" "and 

it shall fall, — and not rise again." Then 

"the judgment"* will be "set," "and 

" the books" will be " opened," " And 

another book was opened which is the 

book of life : and the dead were judged out 

of those things which were written in the 

books, according to their works." "Then 

shall the King say unto"' his glorified saints 

ranged " on his right hand, come, ye 
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blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.'' " Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand. Depart from me ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels f^ ^and they shall 
be gathered together, as prisoners are ga- 
thered in the pit, and shall be shut up 
in the prison." " The same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation ; and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever ; 
and they have no rest day or night/' 

Then shaU the redeemed adore their 
Deliverer, their Saviour, their God, their 
Judge ! ^^ And a voice came out of the 
throne, saying. Praise our God all ye his 
servants, and ye that fear him, both small 
and great. And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters; (but as they r&- 
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called their past dangers, and felt their 
complete deliverance, — their present glori- 
ous safety, the song of thanksgiving be- 
came) as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
saying, Alleluia : for the Lord God Omni- 
potent reigneth : let us be glad and re- 
joice, and give honour to him." 

And Oh ! with what transports of un- 
known joy will the Redeemer and his 
redeemed enter heaven, to see the face of 
their God and Father in glory, and to 
take possession of the '^ mansions" pre- 
pared for them. With what a burst of 
ecst^ic gratitude will they exclaim, while 
millions and millions of rejoicing angels 
will join their blest voices, " Worthy is the 
Lamb to receive power, and riches and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing:'^ but with what 
thrilling feelings will these blood bought 
souls prolong the strain, — "For thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
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by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people and nation !'^ 

It is impossible to dwell on such scenes 
as these, without feeling that time is 
nothing, — eternity is all. This life is but 
the infancy of our existence: we are born 
with immortal destinies, and soon all the 
realities of the unseen world will be dis- 
covered to our view. Where will then be 
all the earthly interests which have agita- 
ted us so much ? where all the frowns or 
smiles of man, which we have dreaded, or 
sought so eagerly ? 

« 

And what shall we say in the presence 
jof the noble army of Martyrs, who boldly 
confessed their Saviour God with the 
certain loss of all their property, — their 
home, and their dearest friends, in view of 
the rack, and all the multiplied tortures, 
which fiendish or human malice could 
invent,— in view too of (what was still 
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more dreadful) the close confinement of 
the dark and loathsome dungeon, — oh ! 
what shall we say, when their faithfulness 
unto blood shall be proclaimed before the 
assembled universe, if tee have been 
ashamed or afraid to confess our God, 
surrounded as we are by every blessing, 
in the midst of ease, security, and peace, 
because we shrunk from the cold look, the 
smile of contempt, or a few words of 
chilling disapprobation ! 

Oh ! we may well be humbled as we 
think on these things* We may well 
tremble, when we recal our Lord^'s most 
solemn and awfiil and just words. Matt. 
v. 32. Mark viii. 38. There is nothing 
which more completely makes me feel 
that my place is in the dust, than the re- 
membrance of such unworthy, grovelling, 
and despicable fear of my poor sinful 
fellow creatures. And arresting indeed are 
the words of God, " Who art thou, that 
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thou shouldst be afraid. of a man that shall 
die, and of the son of man who shall be 
made as grass ; andforffettest the Lord thy 
Maker^ that hath stretched forth the hea- 
vens and laid the foundation of the earth ?" 

But dear friend, we must not despond. 
" Who is he that overcometh the world^ but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the Christ,'*' 
the anointed of God to save usi our 
Saviour. This thought, this feeling, blest 
by the Holy Spirit, will make us coura- 
geous for the time to come ; but may we 
ever remember the direction, to speak '^ the 
truth in Zov^,^' in a humble, but not a self- 
righteous spirit, not merely to deliver our- 
selves, but .so as to save the soul of our 
brother. 

And let us be animated with the con- 
sideration, that in one of the books of 
God's remembrance, which will be opened 
at the solemn day of judgment, will be 
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written, eyery edifying word* we have 
spoken, every holy, reverential thought we 
have cherished, — every self-denying effort 
we have made, every successfiil struggle 
against temptation, — every instance of 
overcoming our natural indolence and sloth- 
fiilness in dutyy-^-every confession of our 
God, every act of gratitude, — every soul 
felt praise, and the smallest token of kind- 
ness to our fellow creatures from love to 
his name! 

Then let us be encouraged, and press 
on in the path that leadeth to Jesus, and 
to glory. Soon all our trials will be ended ; 
soon a glorious, blissful^ eternity will open 
before us I Our Saviour hath lighted our 
dark spirits with his grace, and is saying 
to us from His throne, " Arise, ^Aine, for 
thy light is come/' 

Let us diligently use the means of grace 

• Malachi iii. 16, 
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and^dread nothing so much as Ivke-warm" 
ness, Rev. iii. 15. 16. Yet let us not be 
discouraged if even that be our present 
sad state ; but rather be aroused immedi- 
ately to pray, and to strive against it. 
And these efforts will be crowned with 
success, for '^ if we ask any thing accord- 
to his will, he heareth us '^ and it is accord- 
ing to that blessed will, that we should 
be delivered from what he so justly hates. 

And now, beloved friend, adieu. I 
have constantly referred you to the Word 
of God, because nothing else is satisfactory; 
the opinion of a poor fellow creature would 
have had but little weight with you. 
Youths ever, with the truest affection. 



T. C. JOHNS. Prtater. 
lUd Lton C««rt Fl«tt iiirtct. 



